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PREFACE 


Some of the chapters which follow originally appeared as 
open letters under anon)Tnous authorship in the weekly 
bulletin of the Cleveland Jewish Center. Both Jews and 
Gentiles requested additional copies of the letters to cir- 
culate among their friends. The author makes no claim to 
any startling discoveries in dealing with Christian-Jewish 
relationships, but he is hopeful that the conscious attempt 
to speak as simply as possible may fill a genuine need. 

As stated in the opening chapter, the writer does not 
speak as an authority on the subject, and the views repre- 
sented are only his own. However he is indebted to many 
Jews and Gentiles for valuable suggestions and corrections. 
Among these are Dilworth Lupton, Unitarian miniver; 
John Busch, Catholic layman; Ted Robinson, literary critic; 
Professor Max Arzt, of the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America; Henry Montor, Director of the United Pales- 
tine Appeal; Dr. Alexander Kohanski, of the American 
Jewish Conference; Saul Stillman, life-long friend; Rabbi 
Jack J. Cohen, colleague and co-worker, whose correction 
and criticism was of major aid. 

Polly Konigsberg and Ruth Kohn, through more than 
conscientious stenographic work and suggestion, lightened 
the writer’s task. 

Final acknowledgment must be made to my wife, Anne 
Lederman Cohen, who is an equal partner in the develop- 
ment of the idea for this book, and whose constructive 
criticism has been invaluable. 
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PREFACE 


In conclusion, the writer wishes to state that this brief 
book is in itself a reply to some who maintain that the at- 
tempt to answer charges by presenting factual statements 
only serves to reemphasize the false charges. The writer 
has attempted, however, to be positive rather than defensive 
and has therefore presented descriptive sketches of Jewish 
history, religion, custom and ceremony, and internal social 
organization. 

A.E.C. 

Cleveland, April 12, 1945. 
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INTRODUCTION 


YOU DO NOT KNOW ME 
Dear Neighbor: 

I am writing these words because I am sure you do not 
know me. You have heard much about me. From your child- 
hood you have vague memories about a people to be sus- 
pected. Your friends have told you dark things about me. 
Most Christians sometimes think they ought to fear me. 
Many of you may even hate me because you think I am the 
poisonous root of all the world’s ills. But in reality, you do 
not know me — ^the Jew — ^who wants to tell you just exactly 
what I am; who still thinks that telling you my own fears, 
suspicions, hopes and needs, and telling you what I fear in 
you, and what I expect of you, could rid us both of an ancient 
heartache. ; 

Not that this has not been tried before. Historians, psy- 
chologists, men of letters have written whole libraries seek- 
ing to explain the origin, philosophy and destiny of the Jew. 
But they have not succeeded in reaching you. The libraries 
are too big, the books too heavy, and they fail to deal with 
the caricatures you have seen of me, nor do they tell what 
you want to know about me. 

And you may as well listen, because you cannot shut the 
Jew out of your mind, even though you may want to. His 
tortured face stared at you from the front-page of your 
morning paper. He ruined the radio enjoyment each night 
in your home when the commentators told ugly stories of 
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how another few thousand Jews were murdered or gassed, 
or buried alive. He even spoiled your Sunday afternoon 
when radio preachers awakened you to the danger of the 
international Jewish bankers, the Jewish foment ers of the 
Russian revolution, tlie Jews who were trying to control 
your thinidng through their newspapers and their movie 
industry. 

In short, die Jews give you a headache. But you give them 
a heartache. And if you have the patience to hsten, possibly 
both of these can be cured. 

Let me tell you who I am, what I want, and how I became 
the enigma that I am to you and the whole world. Let me 
speak of our economic system and tell whether I want Com- 
munism and work for it; whether I am a religious man or a 
godless atheist; what I think about Jesus. Let me explain why 
I am different from you and insist on remaining diflFerent; 
why I prefer my son to be a doctor or lawyer or dentist, 
rather than a day-laborer or factory-hand. 

I shall tell you these and more. Then perhaps you will 
understand me. 

I do not speak for the Jews whose names you see in your 
newspaper — I speak for none of the leaders of my people and 
for none whom fame or infamy has made known to you. I 
speak only for myself — a young, American-born Jew. To- 
day I am your neighbor, your professional colleague, your 
business acquaintance* Tomorrow my children will be either 
your children’s fellow citizens — or their victims, depending 
upon whether you are willing now to leam something 
about me. 



I 


WHERE DO WE COME FROM? 

Deak Neighbor; 

One of the things about me that disturbs you most is that I 
am a mystery to you. Whenever you think of the word, 
“Jew,” a hazy fog beclouds your mind, and your stomach be- 
gins to feel jumpy. It is the same as though you were going 
into a dark room and did not know exactly what to expect, 
having heard only that dark rooms were dangerous. 

I cannot say that I blame you altogether, because you have 
never taken the trouble to learn much about your mysterious 
neighbor, the Jew. I shall tell you where I come from, as 
quickly as it can be told. Nothing will be withheld, and you 
wiU hear straight from the shoulder as much as I know about 
myself. All I know I have learned from the books, the same 
books that you can read in any library. The chief source is 
the Bible, and that you can find in your church, no matter 
what your denomination. Here is the story: 

It was several thousand years ago that a clan known as 
Hebrews lived in a far-away country called Chaldea. How 
they got the name, “Hebrews,” is a story in itself, but not 
very important. All the names that people had in those days 
would seem strange to us. The Hebrews, like all other people 
of that time, believed in many gods made out of sticks and 
stones. A man bought the statue of the particular god he 
adopted and kept it in his house. In this country, in the an- 
cient city of Ur there lived a carpenter named Terah, whose 

3 
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specialty was manufacturing gods- His son, named Abraham, 
tested the power of the idols, found they were worthless, and 
revolted against the religion of his time. After that, he 
quickly di^overed it more comfortable to move to another 
country, as did many another rebel since then. Some histo- 
rians advance another reason for his leaving Chaldea. They 
maintain there was an economic depression in the country, 
and Abraham, like other young men of that day, thought it 
advisable to go west to get a new start in life. Several thou- 
sand years later, Horace Greeley gave the same advice to 
other young men. 

The neighboring land he moved to was Canaan, which is 
the same country as Palestine, or the Holy Land. Here he 
became a shepherd, prospered, and developed a large flock, 
moving about from one grazing territory to another, living 
in his tent like a sheik. It was in Canaan that Abraham made 
the single greatest discovery of all time — the one great God 
above, about and within. The Bible relates that God con- 
versed with Abraham, promising, “Believe in me; Abraham, 
teach the world to believe in me, and I will keep faith with 
you. I will bless you and your children after you and make 
them a great people. This land of Canaan I give to you and 
your descendants forever.” Incidentally, it is important to 
remember that the Bible states God gave Canaan to Abraham 
and his people. Abraham’s discovery of the One God was 
spoken of in hushed whispers to his household about the 
campfire. His children transmitted the Great Truth from 
generation to generation. 

This first Jew, Abraham, had a great-grandson, Joseph, 
who had gone down to Egypt, where he became an impor- 
tant oflicial in the government. Some of the old accounts tell 
us he was the minister for agriculture there. In the course of 
dme, when a disastrous famine paralyzed the land of Cknaan, 
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most of the Jews followed Joseph down to Egypt. For many 
decades the Jews continued to dwell in Egypt on good ternis 
with the rest of the population. But eventually a new king 
came along who had never heard of the patriotic services 
Joseph had rendered the country and who chose to ignore 
the varied contributions which the Jews had made to their 
adopted country. He decided the Hebrews were dangerous 
because they were foreigners and different. Thus the He- 
brews were reduced to the status of slaves. The Bible informs 
us the Jews were persecuted more and more until finally life 
became utterly unbearable to them. The King of Egypt at 
last tried to exterminate his Jewish slaves by having every 
Hebrew male child drowned at birth. 

When the situation reached this decisive climax, a He- 
brew, named Moses, confronted Pharaoh, proclaiming that 
God did not want the Jews to remain slaves but directed 
them to go back to the old country, Canaan, and to be a free 
people there. Moses organized a successful revolution (just 
as George Washington did), and he led the Jews out of 
Egypt. For at least forty years they wandered in the desert 
between Egypt and Canaan, all the while fighting their way 
back home. They were attacked by many desert tribes and 
constantly had to defend themselves. The most significant 
event that occurred in the desert took place at the foot of 
Mt. Sinai. Here Moses gave his followers the constitution for 
their new country and a set of laws. That was an even more 
radical revolution than going out of Egypt, because the con- 
stitution said it was wrong to kill a man, even if he did not 
belong to one’s own clan, or to steal from him, or to take his 
wife away. It said all men were brothers, that God was the 
Father of them all, and that if they wanted to obey God they 
had better behave decently to each other, live in peace, and 
share everything that God gave them. Mankind has not yet 
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disciplined itself to live hy this ethical code. Imagine then, 
what a social upheaval it meant to promulgate these doc- 
trines, when stealing, murder, hatred and daily tribal warfare 
were accepted and practiced as the natural and normal way 
of life. That constitution and set of laws is the Bible, which 
Christians call the Old Testament. In the Hebrew language 
it is known as the Torah. 

The adoption of the Torah by the Jews at Sinai was of 
more lasting significance than their revolution against Phar- 
aoh, because the Torali and its teachings made the Jews the 
people they are today. Without it, they might have become 
a free nation, established a government, grown powerful, 
and then dechned and disappeared when a stronger na- 
tion conquered them. This is the history of other ancient 
peoples, contemporaries of the Jews. But the Torah seemed 
to bum itself into their hearts and souls. It made them a 
reli^ovs people. They became intoxicated and obsessed 
by the idea that God wanted them to change the world. 
They taught this to their children: keeping the Torah 
alive, living by it, and teaching it to others, are more impor- 
tant even than being a free people. It is more important than 
one’s own life. This idea made it possible for the Jews to 
become in truth the “Eternal People.” In their later history 
they were conquered many times, they were carried off as 
captives, they were burned at the stake, they were executed 
en masse — ^but they never surrendered. They considered it 
their holy duty to keep the Torah alive and to go on living. 
The Torah is thus the secret of Jewish survival down 
through the ages. 

While the Jews suffered military disasters and physical 
privations in the desert, they finally did get to Canaan under 
the leadership of Joshua, who followed Moses. They lived 
there for centuries, first under leaders who were called 
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judges, and then under kings. The first king was Saul. The 
second king was David. His son, Solomon, followed him on 
the throne. Solomon, as everyone has heard, had a thousand 
wives, which is not the reason he is known as Solomon the 
Wise. Once the Queen of Sheba came to visit this king. The 
Ethiopians claim that when she went back, Solomon gave her 
a Torah for a present. In Ethiopia today there are colored 
Jews who speak the Hebrew language and practice the Jew- 
ish religion. They claim to be descendants of the Queen of 
Sheba. Though their color is dark, their features are not 
negroid but Semitic. 

When Kling Solomon died, his son Rehoboam, ascended 
the throne. An officer in his army, Jeroboam, revolted, took 
ten tribes with him, and in the northern part of Palestine, 
founded the new kingdom of Israel, This lasted until the year 
721 B.C.E., when Israel was invaded and conquered by the 
Assyrians. The ten tribes disappeared. There are many theo- 
ries about what happened to them. Every now and then 
somebody claims to be descended from these ten tribes. 
Once the idea was put forth that the American Indians came 
from the ten tribes. Others have argued they went to China, 
But there is no evidence to confirm either of these theories. 
No one knows what happened to the ten tribes. 

Rehoboam and the kings after him remained with the Jew- 
ish kingdom in the South. This kingdom was known as 
Judea. They ran a fairly good government, as governments 
went in those days, but they had imperialistic neighbors liv- 
ing in Babylonia. About five hundred years before Jesus was 
bom, Babylonians came into Palestine, conquered the Jews, 
and carried them off to Babylonia. 

By the way, don’t permit these words, Hebrews and Jews, 
to confuse you. They are the same people. The southern part 
of Palestine was known as Judea and because that part of the 
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Jefwish kingdom lasted longer than the northern part, which 
was known as Israel, the Hebrews were nicknamed Judeans, 
and finally Jews. They are also known as Israelites. The Jews 
call themselves the People of Israel, or Jews. Some of the 
books written by Christian authors who disliked the Jews 
have misled too many Christians. Just the other day, I looked 
into a standard dictionary and there the word “J®w” is ex- 
plained as being “an usurer and an unscrupulous person.” Of 
course that does not really tell what a Jew is. It merely in- 
dicates that the man who wrote the book did not like Jews. 
Now back to the story. 

After the Jews had lived in Babylonia for seventy years, 
the Persian king, Cyrus, who conquered Babylonia, encour- 
aged the efforts of his Jewish subjects to return to their own 
country to start all over again. Thousands of Israelites made 
the journey home to found the Second Commonwealth. 

AU the while the Jews lived in Palestine, both before the 
exile in Babylonia and afterward, they produced a consider- 
able number of great preachers who were called prophets. 
You have heard their names: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, 
Amos, and some others. They were such inspired preachers 
that their sermons were written down and some people, even 
today, think they were the best sermons ever preached. 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself,” and “What does the Lord 
ask of you but to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with your God” — those are sortie of the things the great 
Jewish preachers urged. 

During the more than five hundred years of the Second 
Commonwealth, the Jews in Palestine prepared themselves 
for the long road ahead. They had learned that political in- 
dependence can be destroyed, a nation can be conquered and 
driven from its land. If indeed they were to carry out their 
eternal purpose to remain a people teaching God’s will, they 
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had better create something to live by, far from home, in the 
distant centuries ahead. They made ready to be what the 
world had never known before and what they alone have 
been since — a people without a land, without a government, 
dispersed over the face of the earth — ^but a people united by 
rehgion, language, law and folk ways. These were busy years 
in which faith in their own etemality as a people was branded 
into the soul and breathed into the spirit of the national char- 
acter. The Bible was compiled and put together, their hith- 
erto oral law found permanence in writing, a popular folk 
literature was in the making. They would need these in days 
to come. But what should they do without the Temple in 
Jerusalem? This was their religious center from which all 
strength flowed. They created portable temples and called 
them synagogues. In the dismal future wherever Jews might 
be, they would form synagogues for their religious and edu- 
cational needs. 

These forebodings were not in vain. In the year 70 the 
blow feU. The invincible legions of Rome were on the 
march. They came to Palestine, conquered the Jewish na- 
tion, burned down the Temple, plowed up the land and 
sowed it with salt. The end had come. An ancient and 
hoary history had at last been completed — the Romans 
thought. But the Romans were naively unaware that the 
word can break the sword. They did not understand that 
faith is stronger than life. They had never seen the Jew’s V 
weapons — a word — a book — a hope — a destiny. 

It is important to note here that even while Rome ex- 
patriated the masses of Jews, some Jews hid in the hills and 
caves of their native land. They had to remain. They were 
to be the guardians of the ruins and the Return. From then 
till now, all through the dark ages, while Palestine was for- 
gotten in the mind of man and lay sleeping in her dust, some 



lO ALL god’s children 

Jews have always remained in the land. They have been a 
token army of the spirit of Israel. The Jew was conquered. 
He did not surrender. 

Since the time that the Romans expelled the Jews from 
Palestine, they have been living all over the world and have 
been driven from one country to another by kings and brutal 
dictators. For a thousand years thereafter, Babylonia was the 
chief center of the Jewish nation in exile. Here it gradually 
recovered from the shock of defeat. The exiles took our the 
nourishment prepared during the Second Commonwealth — 
Bible-Law-Literature. They opened schools and synagogues. 
Little colonies of Jews appeared in many distant lands. But 
in spirit they were united with Babylonian Jewry. From 
Babylon went forth the law to world Israel. Thus they re- 
mained One People under One Law, the Torah. 

The Jews were always ready targets because they were 
foreigners and of a different religion. They were also perse- 
cuted for another reason. As soon' as the Jews in any coun- 
try began to make a living, the kings discovered that an 
efficient way to get their money was to expel them from the 
country and to keep all their property. Hitler perfected this 
method with Teuton thoroughness. 

In the Tenth Century Jewish life in Babylon disappears, 
and at the same time it begins to prosper materially and 
culturally in North Africa and Spain. North Africa and 
Spain were Arabic lands and the proximity of Judaism to 
Arabic culture resulted in the Golden Era of Spanish Jewry. 
Influenced by his new neighbors the moral and ethical 
creativity of the Jew was for a while overshadowed by the 
achievements in science, mathematics, poetry, and medicine. 
But 1492 suddenly jarred the Jew out of his illusion of peace 
and security in Spain. Have you ever heard of the Inquisi- 
tion? Look it up in any encyclopedia. Fanaticism, greed. 
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lust — ^diey donned the cloak of religion and in an xinholy 
alliance Mndled the fires that cast an eerie pall over the 
Spanish peninsula — ^the Jews of Spain were burned at the 
stake. In the year that Columbus was sailing to a new world 
— ^from Spanish shores little boats slipped out in the night 
laden with trembling Israelites seeking to escape the inferno. 

Some Jews arrived in Italy. Some stole across the Pyrenees. 
They were looking for the Jewish settlements already 
established along the Rhine, in France, in Holland and Eng- 
land. The rise and fall of Israel in Spain followed the pattern 
of Babylonia and was in turn repeated over and over again 
in every country where Jews set foot. The Jews were 
shuttling back and forth between the fires that engulfed 
them. Russia and Poland evenmally became the largest 
centers of Jewish life. Always the Jews unpacked their 
baggage — ^Bibles — Scrolls of the Law — ^the Talmud, their 
popular literature. 

Always they opened schools and organized synagogues. 
Faith words, prayer words, Hebrew words, these were the 
staff of life. Thus in the course of time, there were Jews in 
France, England, Germany, Russia, Poland, and in every 
country in the world. Not long after American colonies 
came to these shores, Jews from the old world began to come 
over here. They came for the same reason your people did 
— ^to live in a free land. They thought they would find new 
opportunity here, and they felt they would get along well 
with people who cherished freedom as much as they did. 

So you see there is no mystery at all as to how the Jews 
became dispersed over the whole world. They were pushed 
around, and as soon as conditions deteriorated in one coun- 
try and they were robbed and killed, they tried to escape to 
some other country. They did not like to move around any 
more than you do, but they became known as “wandering 
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Jews” because hostile and greedy groups continued forcing 
them to wander. They were easy prey to attack because 
they had no land of their own any more, though they always 
hoped that some day they could go back there to Palestine 
to establish the Third Commonwealth and perhaps raise up 
new preachers who would still find things to teach the world. 
At the present time there are not many Jews left in Europe 
because most of them have been murdered by the Nazis and 
the other governments that fought with the Nazis against the 
United Nations. In 1934 there were six and one half million 
Jews in Europe. By 1945 conservative estimates indicated 
there were one million Jews left. What happened to the 
others? Their ashes were found in extermination camps in 
Poland and Germany. Their mangled skeletons were found 
in mass graves. There may be shght error in the above 
figures. It is not easy to count ashes and bones. Some of the 
Jews from Europe escaped to America, England, Russia and 
Palestine, at most half a million. 

The next time you see me, neighbor, you may feel calmer. 
Perhaps knowing how the Jews got all over the world and 
why, you may sympathize wnth them; you may even admire 
them. They have courage and determination and they have 
held fast to their religion despite persistent persecution. 
They have not become gypsies or robbers or lawless people. 
They have continued rea^ng the Bible, believing in God 
and bringing up their children the same civiHzed way. They 
have been social, economic and cultural assets to every 
country they have lived in. 

Now that you know where I come from and how I got 
here, let’s hope this marks the end of mystery number one! 



II 


THE JEWS AND THEIR RELIGION 
Dear Neighbor: 

It is not surprising that you have always been confused 
about the Jewish religion. There are Jews who do not under- 
stand it either, as there are Christians who lack clarity about 
their religion. It is strange but true that while religion is one 
of the most important things in the world to all of us, neither 
Christians nor Jews have been very successful in teaching 
their religions to other people, and even less effective in 
getting them to practice it. While a man’s religion should be 
a way of thinking and living, to most people today it is only 
what makes them different from others. This is about as true 
of Jews as it is of everyone else. 

Are Jews religious? Some are and some are not, just like 
Christians. Some Jews pray three times every day; other 
Jews hardly ever pray. Most Jews believe in God, but some 
Jews are atheists. 

Maybe what puzzles you is the different kinds of Jews 
and the differences in their religion. It is true we have Ortho- 
dox, Conservative, and Reform Jews. But that’s all. Then 
why should three denominations in Judaism be so confus- 
ing? It seems to me that Christian religious differences are 
more difficult to comprehend. To begin with, Christians are 
either Protestant, or Catholic, or Unitarian. Then among 
Catholics there are Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholics. 
Among Protestants, the different sects are almost endless. 
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Just to mention a few, there are Episcopalians, Lutherans, 
Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Seventh Day Adventists, and many more than I can think of. 
But that doesn’t disturb me. It is not difEcult to mderstand 
that while all Christians believe in God, some believe in the 
Pope and others do not. Some believe Jesus was God’s son, 
anrl others, like the Unitarians, cannot believe it. They think 
he was a very saintly man, but definitely a man, like you and 
me, only much better. And it is only natural that your reli- 
gious customs and services should reveal the differences in 
your beliefs. 

If a Jew can understand all this about you, perhaps 
Christians can just as easily learn about the different sects of 
the Jewish religion, which are not so numerous. 

Most of the Jews in the world are Orthodox. They believe 
in the Divine inspiration of all the laws of the Bible and 
adhere to as many of them as possible. They wear hats in 
their synagogues and wherever they pray (even if it is only 
saying grace at the table), because the Talmud, their law 
book, says one should not go around with his head un- 
covered. They keep Kosher (observe dietary laws) and 
TuainraiTi separate sets of dishes, silverware, pots and pans. 
They do not eat milk and meat foods together, nor do they 
cook them together. Why all this fuss? Because three times 
the Bible says one should not seethe a kid in its mother’s milk. 
Orthodox Jews say this means three things: One may not 
cook meat and dairy foods together, eat Aem together, or 
profit in any way from the mixture. This is the reason an 
Orthodox Jew finds it difficult to eat in his Christian 
neighbor’s house or in a restaurant. He knows that in such 
places the food is not “kosher” which means it is not pre- 
pared in the way Jewish law prescribes. And even when he 
eats meat in his own home, it has to be bought from a ktwiher 
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butcher because then it has been killed in the way Jewish law 
directs. 

Now, neighbor, I hope you will understand the eating 
habits of an Orthodox Jew and will not feel insulted if such 
a Jew does not permit his children to eat in your house. If 
you were a Catholic, your Protestant neighbor would not 
expect you to eat meat in his home on Friday. As a matter 
of fact, all people have certain religious eating habits and 
laws. You have Lent and we have Passover food laws. The 
restrictions an Orthodox Jew imposes upon himself in no 
way indicate a sense of superiority over others. It is only a 
matter of personal conviction about his moral obligation to 
adhere to religious law. 

To get back to some other things that make Orthodox 
Jews different from Reform Jews, Orthodox Jews have 
more holidays than do Reform Jews. Most of the Jewish 
holidays last two days for them and only one day for Re- 
form Jews. That distinction derives from the way they 
figure the Jewish calendar. But remember, the Jews are not 
the only people who disagree about the observance of their 
holidays. Christmas is not celebrated on the same day by all 
Christians either. The Greek Orthodox Church, for ex- 
ample, does not celebrate Christmas on December 25th. 

I started out by saying that the main characteristic of 
Orthodox Jews is that they still hold fast to most of the laws 
of the Bible. Many of them do not shave, because the Bible 
says one should not pass a blade over one’s face. They do not 
work on Saturday or light a fire in the stove or cook or ride 
in an automobile or street car — ^aU because the Bible pro- 
hibits work on the Sabbath day. 

Well, neighbor, I think I can just about guess your next 
question. Why is the Jewish Sabbath on a different day from 
Sunday? Sunday is the day on which early Christians held 
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their weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. They 
called it the Lord’s Day. These early Christians also con- 
tinued to observe the Sabbath. It was not until several 
hundred years after Jesus’ death that Christians were pro- 
hibited from observing the Sabbath. At this time, Sunday, or 
the Lord’s Day, incorporated some of the features of the 
Jewish Sabbath. Here in America, we say every man has a 
right to practice his own religion, and if we mean that, then 
we must be perfectly willing to let the Jew observe his 
Sabbath on the day he selects, no matter what day of the 
week it is. And so with every religion in America. 

Reform Jews are called “Reform” because they believe in 
reforming the laws of the Bible. This movement began in 
Germany as an effort to adjust the Jew to the new freedoms 
which emancipation from the ghetto promised. The founders 
of Reform Judaism believed it necessary for the Jew to give 
up his ancient mode of life if he were to make the most of 
the political and social opportunities which the new freedom 
offered. They declared that many of the biblical laws were 
meant for an earlier age and that it was no longer necessary 
to keep them in order to be good Jews. They practice the 
Jewish religion as they believe feasible in modern society. 
They do not observe the regulations about food. They do 
not wear hats in their temples. Most of their religious services 
are in the English language instead of in Hebrew, the 
language of the Bible. They have changed the calendar of 
the holidays and they observe them fewer days than do other 
Jews. Because they think it is more convenient for their 
people to go to religious services on Sunday, many Reform 
synagogues have changed their main service from Saturday 
to Sunday. They do not adhere to the biblical laws about 
not working on the Sabbath, or not shaving, but they do be- 
lieve in the same God in whom all other Jews and Christians 
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believe, and they try in their own way to practice the JcAvish 
religion and to advance and perpetuate Jewish group life. 
They have made a distinct contribution in emphasizing the 
desirability of decorum and aesthetic beauty in divine 
services. 

Conservative Jews are so called because they believe in 
conserving as much of Jewish law as they possibly can while 
still living as modern -people. Here are a few examples. In 
their own homes Conservative Jews keep all the kosher food 
laws about not mixing milk and meat, yet they recognize 
that modem people find it necessary to eat out of their own 
homes in restaurants. But even when they do that, they will 
not eat meat that is not kosher, even though they eat dairy 
foods in dishes that are not kept separate. They think that 
the place to keep the Jewish food laws is primarily in one’s 
own home. In their synagogues, they wear hats because they 
see no reason to change that law, since covering the head is 
the traditional Jewish way of showing respect to God and it 
does not annoy anybody outside of the synagogue. They 
retain the Hebrew language as primary in their religious 
services but use the English language also, and their preach- 
ers speak to the people in English. They believe in sending 
their children to the public schools but also in providing 
them with a good Jewish education after school hours. They 
want their children to know the Hebrew language. They 
observe the Sabbath day on Saturday as much as possible and 
they celebrate the Jewish holidays the same as Orthodox 
Jews do. 

That’s about all there is to the main religious differences 
among Jews. But here are some things which you ought to 
know about the Jewish religion in general. Judaism has 
nothing that is analogous with the Pope or the Mother 
Church. Our religious leaders are called rabbis, and no rabbi 
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is subject to any authority higher than himself, except God. 
We do not have bishops or archbishops, or anything like 
them. In Europe, the Jews used to have a Chief Rabbi who 
had no authority over other rabbis, but was called the Chief 
because everyone recognized that he was wiser, more saintly 
and more learned than the other rabbis in his region. In 
America, we have no chief rabbis. Orthodox, Conservative 
and Reform Jews each have their own national organiza- 
tions, and they cooperate at times in a newly formed body, 
called the Synagogue Council. However, the Synagogue 
Council has no authority to dictate to any rabbi. Some Jews 
feel this is a mistake and that we ought to have “central 
authority” for all Jewish religious groups. But most Jews 
think this would not be democratic. A Jew in any city may 
belong to any synagogue he wishes, no matter where he 
lives. We are not divided into parishes. Almost all syna- 
gogues are supported by annual dues which the members 
pay. A few Reform temples take up offerings at their 
services, but this fund does not go to the temples, but to 
various charities. Rabbis are paid annual salaries by their 
congregations and they pay income tax like all other citizens 
of the country. 

In Orthodox and Conservative synagogues, one will 
usually find an oflScial called the cantor. He chants the 
prayers at services and has special training so that he knows 
the age-old Jewish music. Possibly you have noticed that the 
Catholic mass and the cantor’s singing in the Jewish syna- 
gogue are very similar. It must also be mentioned that the 
rabbi and cantor do not pray to God for the people; they 
only lead the people in prayer. Any ordinary layman in a 
Jewish congregation has as much right to lead the prayers as 
the cantor or the rabbi. In some synagogues there are no 
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cantors or rabbis at all, and any qualified member of the con- 
gregation leads the service. 

Aside from the religious services, the other events that 
take place in the synagogue are meetings of the young 
people’s groups, clubs for children and grown-ups, classes in 
the Jewish religion, history and language, and social affairs, 
especially around the holiday seasons. 

If you can remember all of these things about the Jewish 
religion, you know all of its mysteries. It would probably do 
Christians and Jews incalculable good if they walked into 
each other’s religious buildings and saw what takes place 
there. Possibly we would realize then that we are all brothers 
trying to do pretty much the same thing, and that many of 
our differences are not so terribly important. Many Jews 
would be grateful if some Christian would write a little 
book to tell in plain language what you know about the 
religious differences among Christians. When the day comes 
that we consider it important to learn about each other, we 
will no longer think of each other’s religions as dark rooms 
of which to be afraid. We might feel closer to each other as 
brothers in arms waging a spiritual battle against the com- 
mon foe — our inner unconquered ignorance and fears. 



HI 


THE OLDEST INSTITUTION IN THE WORLD 
Dear Neighbor: 

One Saturday morning, a class of Methodist Sunday 
School children trooped into my synagogue, led by their 
teacher. They were ushered down to the front rows so they 
could see everything that happened in the pulpit. The chil- 
dren did not understand what was going on, but they had a 
child’s curiosity and missed nothing. When the service was 
over they stayed, asked the rabbi a flock of questions, and 
explored every comer of the place. They looked into the 
Holy Ark, they touched every holy vessel, and aU rimal 
articles were explained to them. From their remarks it was 
evident the children had learned more about us Jews than 
their parents would ever know. The synagogue had made 
understanding friends of these little Christians. That ex- 
perience is what leads me to ask you to come on this visit 
with me. 

The history of the Jewish synagogue is quite different 
from the story of the Church. The Church has always been 
a house of prayer. For music, plays, dancing, meetings, edu- 
cation, Christians have had theaters, town halls, the common 
green, the town square, schools, etc. But for hundreds of 
years in Europe, Jews were excluded from all such places. 
Their synagogues, therefore, became the center of all social, 
educational, as well as of religious life. Children were 
brought to the synagogue to learn the Hebrew a B c. Older 
boys came there for advanced study. Adult education took 
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place in the same rooms. Likewise weddings, meetings, law- 
suits — everything that concerned more than one private 
family. Now, neighbor, you can understand why there is no 
hushed and awesome atmosphere in a traditional Jewish 
synagogue. Jews have been accustomed to think of it as the 
center of their hfe where one not only prays, but where all 
civic business is discussed and decided Something else you 
must understand. The Jews always considered themselves 
on intimate terms with God. They spoke to Him as one does 
to an intimate friend. Therefore, there is an unrestrained 
style in their religious service and very little of the hushed 
whispering and air of the mysterious which one senses in 
almost every church. So much by way of introduction. 
Now let us enter the synagogue. 

It would be better if you kept your hat on, because this 
synagogue is Orthodox. All the worshippers wear hats or 
skull caps, and you would not want them to be disturbed be- 
cause your head is uncovered. Almost all the men are wear- 
ing prayer shawls over their suits. These Jews cling to this 
ancient garment of theirs. They are praying louder than you 
are accustomed to in church. That is because they sing when 
they pray and all of them know the old prayer melodies. 
They do not sing together and in time, because each Jew is 
praying by himself and is not thinking about keeping up 
with his neighbor. The cantor chants the last sentence or 
two of a prayer and then the congregation goes ahead with 
the next prayer. The cantor’s singing the end of a prayer is 
the signal for the congregation to continue with the next 
paragraph. Some particularly important prayers the cantor 
and choir sing from beginning to end, and some the cantor, 
choir and congregation render together. The style of pray- 
ing is not exactly the same in all synagogues any more than 
it is in all churches. 
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You cannot understand the prayers because almost all of 
them are said in Hebrew. In an Orthodox synagogue, every- 
one knows how to pray in Hebrew. Several times you see 
everyone stand and pray in silence. This is the prayer called 
“Silent Devotion.” 

At one part of the service, everyone rises while the Holy 
Ark in the center of the pulpit is opened. They stand be- 
cause the Holy Scrolls in the Ark are open to view and, as a 
mar k of respect, aU Jews are required to rise in the presence 
of the Scroll of the Law, or the Torah, as we call it. 

In the Ark repose the parchment scrolls, covered with 
beautiful silk or velvet mantles. One is taken out, held aloft 
before the congregation by the Cantor who sings out in 
Hebrew the ancient Jewish pledge of faith in God, “Hear 
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.” The congre- 
gation responds with the same pledge. The rabbi, cantor and 
assisting laymen then march around the front of the pulpit, 
with the Torah leading the procession. 

Together with the rest of the people, we sit down as the 
Scroll is placed on the reading desk. Its covering is removed, 
and it is unrolled. Each Sabbath it is turned to another sec- 
tion, until after fifty-two Sabbaths, the entire five books of 
Moses have been read. On Sabbaths, seven worshippers are 
called up to the reading desk and recite a prayer which 
thanks God for the blessing of His Law. Then they listen 
while the reader chants a few sentences of the section being 
read that week. At the end of this portion, the worshipper 
again recites a prayer, walks down and another man is called 
up for his turn. Laymen consider it a signal honor to be 
called up to the Torah. 

After the seventh man has had his turn, the Scroll is held 
up, borne to a chair, rolled together, and dressed again in its 
mantles. Another smaller Scroll is then taken out of the Ark. 
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That is a book of the prophets, and each Sabbath after the 
Bible reading, a chapter is read from one of the prophets. 
When the ritual of reading is concluded, the procession 
starts again behind the scroll of the Law. This time it is re- 
placed in the Holy Ark. The service continues. We have 
■witnessed the colorful ritual called “The Reading of the 
Law,” which separates the two main divisions of a Jewish 
synagogue service. At the end of this three-hour service, a 
memorial prayer for the dead is intoned during which the 
recent mourners rise and repeat the prayer -with the rabbi. 

But you want to know what we are praying. Here is a list 
of the main ideas of the Jewish prayer book: We thank God 
for having created us and having breathed His spirit into us. 
We thank Him for our senses of sight and touch and smell 
and hearing. We thank Him for the sun, moon, and stars and 
all of nature’s beauty and bounty; for food and clothes and 
shelter. We pray for peace among all men, and an end to 
Israel’s suffering and wandering homelessness. We express 
our happiness at being Jews who have inherited His law. 
We pray that we may be good and clean and strong to do 
God’s ■will. We ask forgiveness for our sins. In short (though 
the service is not short), we seek friendship and love with 
God, peace and prosperity for the children of Israel and all 
the nations of the world. In almost every prayer we ask for 
God’s greatest gift — ^peace. Remember, neighbor, to tell that 
to your friends when they tell you the Jews try to sdr up 
wars! 

As in your services you remember John and Matthew and 
Mark — ^the founders of your religion — we recall the lessons 
taught by Moses, Isaiah, Amos and Rabbi AMba. 

Now what about the physical differences between my 
Synagogue and your Church? Of course you have not seen 
any religious pictures or paintii^ of saints or patriarchs 
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here. Even the stained glass windows never display the 
figure of a human being. The Jews were so strenuously op- 
posed to worshipping a human being that they stopped 
putting the image of any human in the synagogue, not even 
of Moses, Joshua or any prophet, saint or rabbi. Our sages 
said Moses disappeared on the mountain. No man ever knew 
his grave, so that no one would ever be tempted to worship 
him. We pray to God alone. That is our religion. There are 
other Jewish symbols in the synagogue — ^the six-pointed star 
of David, the Ten Commandments, the signs of the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel, the Lion of Judah — but never a human face 
or figure. 

Every visitor to a synagogue or temple is attracted to the 
flickering oil lamp hanging over the Holy Ark. You will find 
it in every Jewish S3niagogue or temple, whatever its denom- 
ination. The origin is a commandment in the Bible to “take 
pure olive oil, beaten for light, to put up a perpetual lamp.” 
To us Jews it means that God’s faithfulness and love never 
disappear, that the light of hope and faith are eternal, that 
Israel may flicker, seem frail and weak, but will never die as 
a nation. Millions of Jews, during thousands of dark years, 
have sat before that little Hght and regained their faith and 
hope — ^that some day all would be well again and we would 
aU be brothers and live in peace. The light is still flickering 
and we still have faith — ^in God, in ourselves, and in you. 

Before the last anthem is sung and we end what may be 
your first and last visit to a Jewish synagogue, look care- 
fully at the prayer-book. You see, it is much bulkier than 
yours. There is quite a story behind that. Next to the Bible, 
this prayer-book is the Jew’s most treasured and sacred 
possession. It is filled with history, poetry, philosophy, 
legend and laws. If you know when each prayer was written, 
why, and by whom, you know the history of the Jewish 
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people and her heroes, poets, philosophers, and martyrs. The 
prayer-book has hardly ever received a going-over and has 
been revised only two or three times in our entire history. At 
critical moments in the Jewish past, a great leader wrote a 
prayer. If it proved itself worthy enough to be remembered, 
it went into the prayer-book and there it stayed forever. No 
one who came afterward ever thought he had a right to re- 
move it, for it had become a prayer of the whole Jewish 
people. Sometimes we skip over some of the prayers, but we 
leave them there for reference. That is how our prayer-book 
grew up and became so big. 

In recent times, when many Jews no longer learned the 
Hebrew language, English, French, or German translations 
were printed alongside the Hebrew, and that has made our 
book just twice as large as it should be. Some of us think it is 
sad for Jews not to know their original mother tongue. 

The Reform temples have a different prayer-book. A 
good many years ago they took this ancient classic, revised 
and abbreviated it, and printed a new and smaller edition. 
It has very little Hebrew in it, and not many of the old 
prayers. Only a small part of the Jewish people has adopted 
the Reform prayer-book. Religiously, Jews are very con- 
servative and they cherish the ancient prayer-book. 

That old man across the aisle dropped his book in putting 
it away. He has picked it up now and kissed it. You wonder 
why a Jew kisses his prayer-book. 

He is kissing the tears of all the generations who went be- 
fore him. His mother’s tears fell on those pages when she first 
read it as he sat in her lap. She was praying that her little boy 
would not have to suffer as most Jews have for clinging to 
that Hebrew prayer-book. The tears of every generation 
have sanctified the book. Jews clutched it when the ancient 
Romans threw them to wild beasts. Jews held it to their lips 
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when they were burned at the stake in medieval Europe. 
Jews saw its pages licked by the flames as they perished with 
their prayer-books when the pogromchiks of Russia locked 
them in their synagogues and put them to the torch. 

And more than tears makes the book holy. Israel’s hope for 
the future is there. In that book Israel’s heart and soul sing of 
the day when the mountains will skip like rams, when na- 
tions will turn their swords into plowshares, when the sweet- 
ness and kindness of the little child will lead us all together 
to a better world. 

That is the Jewish prayer-book, neighbor. When I kiss it, 
I salute the nobility of my people’s character. 
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DON’T BLAME JESUS 
Dear Neighbor: 

I promised, at the start of this intimate conversation, that 
I would not refrain from speaking of those things about 
which we are most sensitive. Candor, therefore, compels me 
to introduce the painful subject which is at the very heart of 
the problem of friendship or enmity between Christians and 
Jews, and has been the core of that problem down through 
the bloody centuries. Looking back through the history 
books written by both your historians and mine, it seems so 
hard to believe that in the name of one whom tradition says 
was the gentlest man who ever lived, millions of people have 
been burned at the stake, crucified, hacked to pieces. You 
probably have surmised that the subject I want to talk about 
is Jesus. The extent to which Jesus influences the relation- 
ship between Jews and Christians may be illustrated by the 
following story. 

Not long ago I was asked to talk before a group of 
Christian young people, to explain some of the things the 
Jews believe in their religion. The young folks were polite 
and seemed sympathetic as I revealed to them what we Jews 
think about God, brotherhood, justice, peace, the Negroes, 
economic democracy, etc. In the discussion that followed, 
one young person after another arose to say, “We are indeed 
glad you came to explain these things because there is reaUy 
nothing in your religion which should keep us far apart.” I 
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was beginning to feel that perhaps all we have to do is to ex- 
plain our religions to each other in order to solve the age-old 
Christian-Jewish problem. But just then the minister came 
up to thank me for my talk. I had known this minister for 
many years as one of the liberal men in our city. On many 
occasions he had been a defender of the rights of Negroes. 
He had great sympathy for the working man. He was 
generally regarded by everyone as a clear thinker. The 
minister looked troubled as he said to me: “As you were 
talking, I was thinking how foolish it is for Christians and 
Jews to hate each other. We can get rid of this whole mess 
of anti-Semitism and Jew-hatred if only your people would 
accept Jesus Christ. Why in the world are the Jews so stub- 
born about this?” It never occurred to the minister that 
maybe he was being stubborn. 

I went home with a few question marks in my mind. First, 
does the minister himself realize that Jesus is at the center of 
Christianity, and that asking Jews to accept Jesus is asking 
them to accept Christianity? Jesus is not just an important 
figure in Christian religious history. He is the founder and 
prototype of the religion. Secondly, why did the minister 
ask the question which never occurred to the young folks? 
In other words, to what extent is the Christian clergy itself 
responsible for erecting insurmountable barriers to better 
Christian-Jewish relationship? The young people did not 
make their offer of friendship conditional. The clergyman 
made it depend on the Jews renouncing their own religion. 

Now let me try to explain just how we feel about Jesus, 
then you can decide whether it is simply downright stub- 
bornness, or whether we have a right to think as we do and 
still feel justified in expecting understanding and friendship 
from Christians. 

History tells us that Jesus was a Palestinian Jew who Hved 
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several thousand years ago. He was a preacher of saintly 
character who became famous in the cities and hamlets of 
Palestine because of his gentleness and love for the down- 
trodden. Unlike the leading clergy of all faiths, he spent 
most of his time in the company of the poor, the openly sin- 
ful, and all those who were generally regarded as the dis- 
reputable people of the community. Your Bible, the New 
Testament, confirms these facts about Jesus’ life. As for his 
personal habits, it is important for you Christians, and for us 
Jews as well, to realize that in personal appearance and con- 
duct, Jesus was very much like the bearded Orthodox rabbi 
formerly found in Poland or on the East Side of New York. 
At first he was careful to observe all the laws of the Bible. He 
did not work or ride on the Sabbath day. He ate only kosher 
food. He washed before eating and recited grace. He prayed 
three times a day at the traditional Jewish services and every 
morning bound the philacteries on his arm. Of course he did 
not shave. He was an Orthodox Jew. If he were to reappear 
suddenly in New York City and walk iato a church, he 
would feel like a stranger in a foreign land. The service of 
church or cathedral would be unfamiliar to him. The 
language would, of course, be unknown to him. The dress 
and shaven faces of the men would appear brazen. If he went 
out and walked into a Reform Jewish Temple, he would 
think the Jews had done very strange things indeed to their 
religion. To be sure, the occasional prayers in Hebrew 
he would understand, but it would be difficult for Jesus to 
fathom the reasons for bareheaded Jewish worshippers, 
music by non-Jewish composers, gentile singers in the choir, 
or the passing of the collection plate on the Sabbath. In per- 
plexity, Jesus might ask the way to an Orthodox synagogue. 
Here among bearded Jews who prayed only in Hebrew, 
garbed in ancient prayer shawls, he would at last feel some- 
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what at home. Some people whose blood pressure rises at the 
sight of a bearded Jew in old-world garb, would do much 
for their health and emotional stability if they pondered on 
the foregoing thrice daily. 

Jesus lived during the period immediately before and after 
the year one, as time is now counted. Palestine was under the 
political government of the Romans, who were pagans. The 
Jews still had a vestige of power, but were on their last legs 
as a nation. Roman legions had occupied the country, and 
the Roman Pontius Pilate governed with a brutal hand. 
Jewish courts still functioned, but their decisions were 
subject to Roman approval. The power of capital punish- 
ment had been taken from Jewish courts. 

Anyone can readily understand that Jesus, leader of the 
masses of the poor, was carefully watched by the Romans. 
They regarded him and his strange teachings as a potential 
rallying point for rebellion. To say, “The meek shall inherit 
the earth,” as Jesus did, was the equivalent of saying, “The 
aggressive invaders shall be destroyed.” These are words of 
rebellion. It was therefore to the interest of Pontius Pilate to 
put Jesus out of the way, and if possible, to thrust the blame 
on someone else. 

As far as the Jews were concerned, Jesus became popular 
among them at first. They had no reason to suspect him, for 
like all other preachers of the time, he kept the Sabbath, ate 
only kosher food, and prayed three times a day. Each Sab- 
bath he appeared in some synagogue to preach. His genuine 
love for all people and his saintliness of character attracted 
more and more followers. But in the course of his develop- 
ment Jesus began to say things that gave concern to many 
Jews, He said he was the son of God. The Jews believed they 
were all sons and daughters of God. But Jesus seemed to 
imply he was the son of God in a way altogether different 
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from other Jews and all other men. This the masses of Jews 
were unable to accept. They rejected the doctrine that they 
could be saved by believing in him as the son of God. 

The Roman Pilate bided his time for an opportunity to 
destroy Jesus. Agreeing with him was a group of Jewish 
quislings. They cared little for the independence of Judea. 
They were content to retain their upper-class position by 
fawning upon the Roman invaders. The masses of the Jews 
were indifferent by this time. They did not follow Jesus, but 
they had neither desire nor cause to remove him. Those 
whose power he threatened, Pilate and his henchmen, were 
responsible for his indictment and ultimate execution. For 
the record it must again be stated that no authoritative 
JeAvish body could have executed him. The Jews no longer 
had the power of capital punishment. Their courts did not 
convene on Friday afternoons preceding the Sabbath, the 
time when Jesus was tried. The outstanding Christian 
scholars, writing on Jesus, have substantiated Jewish in- 
nocence over and over again. The Jews were not Christ- 
killers. They were Christ-givers. The former falsehood has 
been perpetuated. The latter truth has been deliberately 
ignored and stifled. 

Though Jesus was removed from the scene, his spirit and 
influence became immortal and conquered the hearts of men 
all over the world. While the Jews continued to believe in 
their own religion, the followers of Jesus built a great church 
about his memory and sermons. Since that distant time, 
there has been hardly a country where Jews have not been 
murdered and tortured because they could not accept Jesus 
as their saviour. Sometimes fanatics committed the murders 
because they believed that by slitting the throats of Jews 
they were avenging the crucifixion of Jesus. They thought 
Jesus would love them and save them for such acts of 
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“gendeness” and “love.” More often, unscuupulous kings 
and clergy despoiled Jews by crying, “in the name of Jesus,” 
in order to hide their real purposes of greed, lust and rob- 
bery. In the Middle Ages, for protection, Jews often volun- 
tarily became the property of such rulers and clergy. They 
were bought and sold in the open market, with a definite 
commodity value. 

Is it any wonder the mention of “Jesus” still terrifies many 
Jews? The centuries of suffering have done this. “Jesus” has 
come to mean to many Jews “hide!” “beware!” “run for 
your life!” “here goes your hard earned living,” “say good- 
bye to your children.” This is the reaction of large numbers 
of European Jews. The Jews of America, thank God, have 
had no reason to feel this way. Christianity has sometimes 
meant discrimination, unfairness, unfriendliness, but not 
physical persecution. 

Although the name of Christ does not frighten Jews in the 
western world, Christians must reconcile themselves now to 
the fact that American Jews do not accept Jesus any more 
than their European forefathers did. The most liberal among 
them feel “he was a fine and saintly preacher, a great 
teacher.” Some Jews, but only a small minority, even think 
he was a great prophet like Isaiah or Jeremiah. Occasionally 
a rabbi has found the enthusiasm to say, “Jesus was the 
greatest of the prophets.” The latter statement invariably 
meets widespread repudiation by Jews. 

It seems to me that the Unitarians in the Christian Church 
feel pretty much the same way about Jesus as do many Jews. 
They refuse to accept him as the son of God. They refuse to 
accept the Trinity. Yet Protestants and Catholics do not 
persecute Unitarians, or discriminate against them. Then 
why do they persecute Jews on account of Jesus? You may 
have your own answer. Here is mine: Christian children are 
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Still taught the fallacy, “The Jews killed Jesus.” No one likes 
a killer. As children grow up, armed with a religious defense 
and justification, they find it economically advantageous, 
professionally profitable, and generally self-inflating to go 
on hating Jews. This is illustrated by a story recentiy told. 
The Smiths had lived next door to the Cohens for a number 
of years. Their small children were good friends. One Mon- 
day morning, Mrs. Smith appeared at the Cohen doorway, 
bluntly and angrily addressing Mrs. Cohen with: “My 
Johnny cannot play with your Samuel any more. Please 
don’t send your child over to my house!” “’V^y not, what’s 
happened?” asked Mrs. Cohen. “Well,” answered the neigh- 
bor, “the Jews killed Jesus.” “But,” pleaded Mrs. Cohen, “1 
don’t think the Jews really killed Jesus, and even if some 
Jewish officials did, that was several thousand years ago.” 
“That may be,” the unconvinced Mrs. Smith replied, “but I 
just heard about it!” 

And so with many other Christians, whenever they hear 
about “it,” they become haters of Jews; another link of evil 
and strife is forged in the chain of Christian-Jewish enmity 
that has encircled the world through almost two thousand 
years. Isn’t it time to break the chain and free the world for 
love, friendship and cooperation, and for true Christian and 
Jewish living? What do you think Jesus would have to say 
about this? The only way to create understanding on this 
crucial question is for Christians to make up their minds that 
Jews will continue to believe in their own religious princi- 
ples and have a right to. As for the attempt of clergy and 
missionaries to persuade Jews to believe in Jesus as the 
Saviour, unrestrained candor again compels the bold state- 
ment, it is a waste of tune and effort inevitably resulting in 
vexed frustration. There is no likelihood of the majority of 
Jews ever becoming Christians. Do not misunderstand this. 
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Christians have a perfect right to try to convince Jews, pro- 
vided they are gentle in the way they do it and do not get 
violent. The mind may respond to reason; it is only crushed 
by a club. 

Two thousand years of bloody history ought to convince 
all reasonable people that no man is ever converted by 
torturing him or murdering his children. The Founding 
Fathers of America separated the government from the 
Church because they wanted to prevent anyone’s forcing 
his religion on someone else. No intelligent Christian should 
ever permit himself to think or say again, as the minister did, 
‘Everything would be all right between you Jews and us 
Christians, if only you would give up your stubbornness 
about Jesus.” That is as though the Jew said, “I like you, my 
Christian neighbor, except for the fact that you are not a 
member of my synagogue.” Why should he expect you to 
be? You have a right to believe in anything you want to and 
you have a right to expect me to respect you so long as you 
are a decent fellow and a good neighbor. So let each of us 
go on believing the way we do. Let us remember that 
America was started so that all of us would have the freedom 
to do just that without any interference. Don’t let Jesus 
stand between our being good friends; that is the last thing 
he would have wanted. 



V 


AM I AN INTERNATIONAL PLOTTER? 

Dear Neighbor: 

So far you have heard about my history, religion, and the 
way I worship. I have tried to speak plainly about a root- 
problem between us, Jesus. And yet I know that even if aU 
these are at last clear to you beyond any misunderstanding, 
you still retain in the back of your mind certain fears and 
suspicions about me which have not yet been cleared up. 
These are what I should like to bring out into the light. Let 
us talk about the gossip and rumors of which I and my 
brother-Jews have been victims for a long time. 

Every anti-Semite (professional or confirmed Jew-hater), 
goes to great trouble to picture the Jews as international 
plotters, schemers and revolutionaries who are perpetually 
planning to overthrow governments. They publish news- 
papers, books, magazines, and circulate pamphlets in which 
they tell lies about Jews having the most important jobs in 
all the governments of the world. Every time Franklin 
Roosevelt ran for reelection, leaflets were circulated in 
which he was called “Rosenfeld.” Perhaps you have seen 
some of the fancy charts which have Rosenfeld on top and 
under him other Jewish names at the head of government 
agencies. When the Jew, Sidney Hillman, organized labor 
to support Roosevelt, the anti-Semites and even some news- 
papers pointed the accusing finger as if to say, “See, there it 
it, no use denying it any longer.” No one took the trouble to 
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find out that Hillman considers himself a Jew only by birth. 
He has in no way distinguished himself in his association 
with either the Jewish religion, Zionism, Jewish charities, or 
anything else that is specifically Jewish. No one made the 
equally false charge, “Catholics are running the govern- 
ment,” since many labor leaders in the country are Catholic. 

In order to prove the Jew to be an international plotter, 
the anti-Semites try to show first that the Russian govern- 
ment is dommated by Jews. Their purpose and reasoning 
here are obvious. “The Soviet government came into power 
by overthrowing the czar. This Communistic government 
seeks to destroy all other governments. Therefore, if the Jew 
can be made to appear the chief influence in the Russian 
government, he automatically becomes the plotter against 
all other governments.” The main objective of the anti- 
Semite is to show the Jew dominating all governments. 
Therefore, when the British finally stood up to the Germans, 
the stories circulated that the British government was in the 
hands of Jews. This tymg-up of Jews with governments is 
one of the oldest tricks employed against us. It started out a 
good many years ago with the circulation all over the world 
of a document, “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.” That 
document, which is a forgery (and leading Christian experts 
have many times proved it to be so) , says that the “elders of 
Zion” met one dark night in a cemetery in Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia, and there hatched a plan for destroying all the 
governments in all the nations and for setting up Jewish 
governments. In America, Henry Ford’s Dearborn Inde- 
pendent published the same falsehoods until Mr. Ford signed 
a statement in which he said he realized it was all a terrible 
mistake and did not want to have anything more to do witii 
it. Mr. Ford belatedly admitted his mistake, but of course 
that did not undo all the lasting harm, for some foolish 
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people believe anything they read in print no matter who 
does the printing. 

It is an old truth that you can never catch up vdth a lie 
and Jews have never been able to convince weak minds that 
stories about their being international plotters and schemers 
are just fairy tales. In recent years it has been discovered that 
Hitler’s real “fifth column” consisted of the anti-Semites in 
every country that Hitler expected to conquer. He ordered 
his henchmen (generally traitorous citizens) to stir up 
hatred against the Jews and to revive the old myths about 
their being plotters and schemers. In doing this the attention 
of the people of each country was centered on the Jews and 
that served to divert their attention from the Hitlerites in 
their midst who were preparing plans for Hitler’s invasion. 
The British and American governments quickly discovered 
the technique, and every time they heard anti-Semites in 
their countries screeching about the Jews, they knew where 
to look for the traitors who were building up a machine for 
Hitler. 

Before the First World War, when the czar of Russia felt 
his throne was shaky (because the people were tired of the 
tyranny and poverty of that country under his corrupt ad- 
ministration), and the rising rumble of revolution reached 
the danger point, he pulled the old trick out of the bag. Mil- 
lions of copies of “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion” were 
circulated in Russia. For a while, the trick was successful. 
The people began to persecute the Jews and forgot that their 
own czar and his court were responsible for the misery of the 
Russian people. But eventually they realized that their royal 
oppressor had circulated the protocols to blind the people of 
Russia to the root source of then: trouble, the rapacious and 
ruthless czarist regime. Some time later they understood that 
the reviving of the ancient Jew-hatred is always the enemy’s 
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way of stopping the march of progress. (The Communists 
eventually made anti-Semitism a crime in Russia, because 
they correctly regard it as a counter-revolutionary betrayal 
of their government and country). Finally the Russians 
opened their eyes and saw that the protocols were a fake. 
They went after the czar in earnest and threw off the ancient 
yoke of monarchy. Of course, there were Jews in the revolu- 
tionary movement in Russia (just as there were Jews who 
remained loyal to the czar and fought against the revolu- 
tionaries), but they were a small minority because the Jews 
were and are a very small minority of the total Russian pop- 
ulation. Lenin, who led the revolution, was not a Jew and 
neither is Joseph Stalin. Very few commissars in the Russian 
government are Jews. When the revolution finally tri- 
umphed, the synagogues of Russia were closed and many of 
the rabbis and religious leaders were arrested because it was 
felt they, like other religious functionaries, had been opposed 
to the revolution. You will agree that if they had started the 
revolution, they would be at the top of the government and 
not in jail. The Russian government is no more Jewish than 
is the government of the United States Jewish, simply be- 
cause one cabinet member is a Jew, nor the government of 
Great Britain because every now and then a Jew gets into the 
cabinet there. The attempt to identify Jews as the ones who 
control the government is merely a way of stirring up sus- 
picion about the Jew. 

But you ought to know something about how the Jews are 
organized and what they try to do in these organizations to 
help themselves. Here is the plain story, and after you know 
it, you will probably conclude that they ought to be even 
better organized than they are in order to aid the Jews of 
Europe and even to improve their status in America and 
other lands. 
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What truth is there in the oft-repeated charge that the 
Jews have an international organization or an invisible gov- 
ernment? You can answer the question for yourself on the 
basis of the facts. Here they are: The Jews do have four im- 
portant international organizations. The largest of these is 
called B’nai B’rith, which means Sons of the Covenant. 
B’nai B’rith is a fraternal organization over a hundred years 
old. It was founded in New York City and its purpose was, 
and still is, to foster a sense of brotherhood and fellowship 
among Jews all over the world. B’nai B’rith says that because 
Jews are divided into Orthodox, Reform and Conservative 
denominations, into secularists, rehgionists, Yiddishists, 
Hebraists, industrialists, laborers, and so forth, it is necessary 
and desirable to have one unifying organization where Jews 
meet as brothers and minimize the differences among them. 
Every large city in America has a lodge affiliated with the 
national B’nai B’rith organization. Before the war, most of 
the large European cities had their B’nai B’rith lodges. 

What does the B’nai B’rith organization do? It builds hos- 
pitals to take care of its members and others when they be- 
come ill, and thus relieves the general hospitals which are 
overcrowded. B’nai B’rith has established orphanages where 
it takes care of unfortunate Jewish children, and thus re- 
moves this responsibility from general orphanages. One of 
the most important activities of this Jewish fraternal organ- 
ization is its anti-defamation work, carried on through its 
Anti-Defamation League. It seeks to protect Jews from slan- 
der, libel, vicious rumors and gossip. It tracks down the false 
stories and tells the truth about Jews. It cooperates with other 
American agencies to improve race relations. Vocational 
guidance has been an aspect of B’nai B’rith activity. It ad- 
ministers aptitude tests and guides young Jewish people into 
the proper professions and trades. Some Jews do not agree 
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widi this program because they feel that a young Jew ought 
to decide for himself what life work he wants to engage in, 
but B’nai B’rith believes that our young people need guid- 
ance for their own welfare. 

While every Jew has a right to belong to whatever reli- 
gious denomination he chooses, the B’nai B’rith believes that 
the coming together of Jews of various denominations cre- 
ates a stronger feeling of brotherhood and fellowship. It is 
very much like the Masonic Order, except that the B’nai 
B’rith is not a secret order, and its meetings are open. The 
members of B’nai B’rith promote patriotism and the govern- 
ment of the United States has frequently praised them for 
their outstanding work in purchasing and selling bonds. In 
recent years, this international Jewish fraternal order has 
become interested in aiding the Jews of Palestine. It has con- 
tributed substantial sums of money to plant forests in that 
country and to help Jewish settlers establish themselves on 
the soil. 

One of the most significant undertakings of B’nai B’rith is 
its youth work, carried on through the AZA organization. 
Junior B’nai B’rith. The leading educators of America have 
recognized AZA as one of the most wholesome youth or- 
ganizations in the country, dedicated to character building 
and inspiring the Jewish young with high ideals of personal 
conduct. On every large university campus, and on many 
small ones, there are found HiUel Houses, established and 
supported by B’nai B’rith. These are religious and social cen- 
ters for Jewish college students. Here an effort is made to 
continue religious training and to provide healthful and 
wholesome recreation for our young people. Can anyone ob- 
ject to this, or do you agree it helps to develop good Amer- 
ican citizens? Catholics have Newman Leagues and Centers. 
Protestants also keep an eye on dieir young folks during the 
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college years. All of us realize that if churches and syna- 
gogues lose their young people during their college days, 
they are lost forever. 

Does B’nai B’rith help to build democracy? The best an- 
swer has come in the Nazi countries. There B’nai B’rith 
organizations have been outlawed and their offices smashed. 
Apparently the Nazis classed the B’nai B’rith with other 
democratic institutions. 

Another international Jewish organization is the Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee, usually called by its initials, JDC. JDC 
was founded in New York City during the First World War. 
Its purpose was to give relief to the starving Jews of Europe, 
to establish trade schools where Jewish boys and girls in 
Europe might be taught how to earn a living with their hands. 
It has offices and agents throughout the world, working to 
improve the lot of oppressed Jews, and it has raised large sums 
of money, chiefly from the Jews of the United States. It is 
another attempt of the Jews to care for their own. If it were 
not for the JDC, tens of thousands of Jews would have 
starved to death. For its efficiency, economy of operation, 
and constructive work, the JDC has been honored and rec- 
ognized by aU the free governments of the world. In every 
foreign disaster, it worl^ hand in hand with the Red Cross. 

Still another international Jewish organization is the 
World Zionist Organization. It was founded in 1897 by 
Theodore Herzl. Its purpose from the beginning has been to 
reestablish a Jewish State in Palestine. It organized the World 
Zionist Congress which, before the war, met every two years 
and was attended by leading Jews from all countries who be- 
lieved in creating a Jewish national home in Palestine. Since 
its founding, the W.Z.O. has been responsible for bringing 
more than half a million Jews to the Jewish homeland. The 
World Zionist Organization, through its branches, the Jew- 
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ish National Fund and the Palestine Foundation Fund, has 
spent millions of dollars given by Jews, to make of desolate 
Palestine a great agricultural and industrial center which has 
benefitted the Arab population and the entire Near East. 
Palestinian Jewish industry was the chief supply source in 
the Middle East for the United Nations. 

There are many Jews in the world who believe that Pales- 
tine ought to become a religious and cultural center for Jews, 
but not an independent Jewish state. These have joined to- 
gether with the World Zionist Organization in the Jewish 
Agency. The Agency is the official body recognized by the 
League of Nations when the League gave England the tem- 
porary responsibility of governing Palestine. The Jewish 
Agency therefore represents the Jews of the world in all 
dealings regarding Palestine between the League of Nations 
and the British government. Leader of the Zionists of the 
world is Dr. Chaim Weizman, a British citizen many times 
honored by the British government for his services to that 
country. He invented a process that accelerates the making 
of large quantities of explosives economically. Through this 
invention, he greatly aided the Allies in winning the First 
World War. He has made his contribution in World War II 
also. One of his sons, a pilot in the Royal Air Force, went 
down over France. 

The fourth world-wide organization is the World Jewish 
Congress. The World Jewish Congress is the parent body of 
Jewish Congresses in most of the countries of the world, in- 
cludmg the United States. The respective national congresses 
are elected by popular vote and therefore justly clahn to be 
the most democratic and representative bodies of the Jewish 
people. The World Jewish Congress makes the same claim. 
It is the guardian of Jewish rights and status everywhere. It 
mamtains a permanent staff of economic, political, and cul- 
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tural experts who study Jewish security in all lands, civic 
rights, immigration, and kindred problems. It is the first to 
intercede on behalf of oppressed or disfranchised Jews any- 
where in the world. 

That is all there is to the types of international Jewish or- 
ganizations. Not only are they not secret, but they take great 
pains to publicize their work because they are confident that 
many good Christians would support them if they knew the 
truth about the work they engage in. AH these organizations 
are strictly non-political as far as the internal affairs of any 
country are concerned. The Zionist Organization of England 
has among its membership Laborites, Conservatives, and Lib- 
erals, depending largely on each Zionist’s own economic 
status. The Zionist Organization of America has in its mem- 
bership Republicans, Democrats, Socialists, capitalists, trade- 
unionists and a great many middle-class tradesmen, as well as 
professionals. It does not take part in American political cam- 
paigns and has no need to. Every President of the United 
States since Woodrow Wilson has expressed his approval and 
support of Zionist work. (In the 1 944 national election in the 
United States, both major parties and candidates endorsed 
Zionist aims and purposes.) 

The same holds true about the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee and the B’nai B’rith. They are interested in justice and 
humanitarianism to the Jewish people and to everyone else, 
Negro as well as white. 

This is the whole truth about Jewish internationalism, as 
we Jews know it. We are international because there are 
Jews in every nation and we are interested in their welfare. 
We are international because we think brotherhood and jus- 
tice and peace are also international, and the Jewish people 
lives to foster these great ideals. Jews are international just as 
Christians are international. Are we plotters and schemers? 
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Yes, in the sense that we pray and work for the time when 
tyranny, prejudice, and poverty shall be destroyed in every 
corner of the world; when the Kingdom of God and the 
Society of Man shall be established, under which ail people 
may live a free and happy life. We consider ourselves re- 
sponsible for the welfare of aU people in all lands. So do good 
Christians. 

The only ones who can object to this kind of Jewish in- 
ternationalism are such as seek to perpetuate tyranny, in- 
equality, and poverty. They are right in regarding Jews as 
their unyielding enemies. 



VI 


I AM A CAPITALIST AND A COMMUNIST 
Dear Neighbor: 

Another rumor which has victiimzed the Jew pertains to 
his position in the business world. Sometimes the gossips 
damn him for being a Communist. Through the other ear he 
hears himself accused of being a capitalist and owning Amer- 
ica. Let me talk about myself and my economic views. 

Does it sound silly for a Jew to say, “I am both a Com- 
munist and a capitalist.?” Perhaps it does, but that is exactly 
what some Christians constantly charge me with being, and 
strangely enough, in a measure, they are right. Listen care- 
fully and you will hear some Jew say, “I am a capitalist who 
wants to preserve the capitalistic way of economic life be- 
cause it will give me the things that I want — ^maybe. If I own 
my business, aijd have ten, twenty-five, fifty thousand dol- 
lars or more, I want to keep this and be sure it is safe. I made 
it by my own hard work and my own ideas. Anyone else 
who wants to work as hard as I did can do the same. This is a 
country with plenty of opportunity for everyone. My 
money is invested and is working for me. The capitalistic 
system was good for me; it can be good for everybody else. 
I do not want anyone tampering with it. Socialists, Com- 
munists and the others are just so many crackpots who want 
to make a living without working. They want the govern- 
ment to support them. But who will make the money to pay 
taxes? They cannot answer that one.” 

45 
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Or maybe I am a different kind of capitalist. I am starting 
out in the business world; I get a job in a store as a salesman 
and try to save up a few dollars. Possibly in a few years I will 
have enough to buy a store or to start some little two-by- 
four manufacturing business. I shall either make goods or sell 
them. I am willing to work hard for long hours, and if I use 
my brain, I may produce some clever new ideas. Before you 
come to the wrong conclusion, let me explain that by 
“clever” I mean legitimate, smart business ideas; not shady, 
sharp-shooting tricks. Yes, I know some Jews are not on 
the level, just like some Christians, and I do not defend 
Jewish rogues any more than Christian rogues. But our per- 
centage of them certainly is no greater than is that of any 
other religious group. During the war years, you probably 
became irritated and had a right to, when you saw in the 
paper that someone, named Goldstein or Cohen, was in- 
dicted for violating the price ceilings, avoiding the income 
tax or acting in other unpatriotic ways. You may be sure 
that I felt worse than you did about it. But whenever you 
are tempted to say, “These Jews — •” just remember how 
often you saw the same reports about the McCarthys, the 
Smiths, the Adamses, and others with definitely Christian 
names. No religious group has a monopoly on schemers 
who try to beat the law. Most of us, like most of you, are 
honest, patriotic citizens; but we, like you, have our pro- 
portionate share of black sheep. 

I was saying before that last digression — ^with hard work 
and good business sense, I think I can make some money. I 
shall either invest that money in my own business and make it 
bigger, or I shall invest it in some other way and put it to 
work for me. With a decent break, I can become financially 
independent in a few years. I can be my own boss. There is 
no limit to what I can accomplish in America. Capitalism 
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gives me the go ahead sign. It all depends on me and I am 
willing to take the chance. With war-time restrictions lifted, 
I am going to use some of that money to buy a new car, not 
a cheap one, but one with power and elegance. When you 
see me go by in the new automobile, will you say that I am 
ostentatious, and a show-off? Let me ask you, don’t you 
buy a good car when you can, and don’t your friends do 
the same? Why is there no complaint when Christian friends 
drive by your home? Is it because my car may be red and 
your friends’ blue or black? Is there any reason why we 
have to like the same colors or why you should be con- 
temptuous of me because I may like brighter colors? 

^^en you see me in that new car and thoughtlessly say, 
“Those Jews all have money,” as though I did not have a 
right to work hard to earn it and to buy what I want with it, 
will you forget that across the railroad tracks there are Jews 
who do not have cars and some of them do not always have 
carfare either? Many of them are poor because some of your 
friends will not give a Jew a job. It would be well to remem- 
ber also that it is the very biggest companies like the banks, 
telephone, electric, and gas companies, that will not let a Jew 
have a job in their firms. 

Do not misunderstand me, I do not mean that is the only 
reason a great many Jews are poor and down and out. Re- 
member, I still believe in capitalism in the good old U.S.A., 
and if a man has what it takes, he can get there. But some of 
our Jews, like some of you, are not built for a stream-lined 
business world. They do not have what it takes even though 
they may be very good people. When hard times come 
around, they go on charity or relief. This last thing troubles 
you no end. Why should your tax money go to Jews on 
relief? Wliy don’t the Jews take care of dieir own? I, too, 
pay taxes and I do not say, “I don’t want a single Christian on 
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relief to get any of my money.” My idea of American de- 
mocracy tells me that in the matter of helping die poor, I 
want them all to be treated equally as American citizens. 
The colored man’s stomach demands as much as mine; his 
children need as much milk as mine; his wife also needs a 
coat to keep her warm. The only difference between a poor 
Negro and a poor white is color — and that does not lessen 
hunger, cold, or the desire for the needs of life. 

The truth is we Jews do take care of our own, and prob- 
ably just a little more than other people do. That is because 
it is a part of our religion to feel a re^onsibility to our fellow 
Jews. As a matter of fact, we have so many Jewish organiza- 
tions doing charity (and taking some of the burden off your 
shoulders), that they drive Jews frantic every day asking for 
money for this and that cause. 

I had to tell you these things even though they have taken 
me a long way from what I started to tell you, viz., why I am 
a capitalist. Let me go on with that. I am a capitalist because I 
want enough money to pay for my insurance, buy a nice 
home, give my children a good education, and put enough 
away for my old age. I do not ever want a handout from the 
government. I want no part of sickness insurance or unem- 
ployment insurance or socialized medicine, or anything that’s 
free. These are aU something for nothing schemes. I want 
none of them. That is pretty good Americanism according 
to my way of thinking. Or don’t you like the idea of my 
having enough money to buy a house next door to you, or 
even in your neighborhood? But why should I like a crowded 
tenement district any more than you do? And if there are 
newer modem homes with all the new-fangled conveniences, 
why shouldn’t I hke them and want to buy one? And why do 
you feel that I ruin your neighborhood when I move into it? 
Is it because you think I will neglect my lawn or will not take 
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care of the backyard? Some of your other neighbors are not 
so good at that either. Maybe it is true that we Jews do not 
know as much about grass and flowers and trees as you do. 
It would not be surprising, because for centuries in all the 
lands of Europe where my folks came from, and yours too, 
the Jews were not permitted to own a piece of land. We did 
not have the opportunity to take care of land, sow crops, 
trim trees. Not that we never knew how to do this. Abraham 
did quite well as an owner of flocks. The Jews in Palestine 
long ago were mighty fine farmers and are again today. In 
fact they have taken a desert and turned it into a garden. If 
you are a good neighbor, instead of criticizing me, why 
don’t you walk over some summer evening to give me a few 
pointers on how to cut the grass, trim the hedges, and make 
my garden look healthier? 

I said that I like capitalism because it gives me a chance for 
aU of these things that I want for myself and my family. But 
you need not be afraid of me as a capitahst because I am not 
an important one. I am only a little capitalist like many of 
you. Of course I have heard of Jews in Wall Street, like 
Kuhn-Loeb, Otto Kahn, the Guggenheims, the Rosenwalds, 
and the Warburgs, but they are almost all the big Jewish 
capitalists I can think of. And even they are of Httle account 
compared with the Rockefellers, Morgans, Goulds, Harri- 
mans. Fords and Mellons, and so many more. Try this game 
yourself. Write down all the rich Jews that you have heard 
of and all the rich Christians. When you have done this you 
will no longer beheve that the Jews own this country. For- 
time Magazine presented the facts on this some years ago. 
They found out what businesses Jews were in and to what 
extent. Heavy Industry? None. Utilities? None. Banking? 
Insignificant. Mining? One or two. Steel? Almost none. 
Then where did you get the idea Jews are all big capitalists 
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and own America? Here is where you get it. You go to the 
movies once or twice a week and that reminds you, or some- 
one reminds you, Jews own most of the movie industry. 
Your wife goes shopping in a department store once a week, 
and Jews are substantial owners in the department store busi- 
ness. Maybe it is our misfortune, but we are in the businesses 
with which you most frequently have direct contact. 

You can hear the foregoing conversation from many Jew- 
ish businessmen. 

Possibly you do not mind Jewish capitalists so much. The 
real sore spot is this Communist fixation. Yes, there are Jews 
who are Communists and radicals, though Lenin was not a 
Jew, nor is Joseph Stalin, nor Earl Browder in America. Jews 
who classify themselves as Communists hate capitalism and 
would rather have the Russian system here. That applies to a 
tiny handful of the whole Jewish population of America. 
And that is also true of a tiny handful of Christian Americans. 
There are not very many of either. You need not be at all 
frightened about Communism in America. In every election 
we have reahzed how small the Communist vote is. Of course 
the 1 944 presidential election in the United States might have 
given strength to fears of Communism. It is true that some 
Republicans told everybody Roosevelt sold out to the Com- 
mies and a vote for Frank was a vote for Joe. Since the ma- 
jority of Americans voted for Frank, the Communists might 
have claimed the people voted for them. But not even the 
Commies claimed that. They know, as you do, that the people 
who voted for Roosevelt did not believe he sold out to any- 
one. They did not believe Browder had any more influence 
on F.D.R. than you or I had. The majority of Americans 
refused to be taken in by this “Red scare.” In fact, they were 
afraid only of the men who tried to do the scaring. They 
remembered Hitler kept screaming, “Look out for the Com- 
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munists,” when he did not want us to look out for him. 
Many shrewd Yankee politicians did not consider it good 
politics to talk about Russia as some foul disease, when the 
Russians were our loyal friends and allies, fighting and dying 
by the millions to hold Hitler, while we were putting on the 
gloves and just getting ready. 

But I confess without reluctance that I feel strongly about 
the right of Communists to hold their views and to express 
them. A large number of the States have recognized the 
Communists as a legal party. Therefore, as good Americans, 
we ought to remember that, legally, they have as much right 
to organize politically as the Democrats, Republicans, So- 
cialists, Farmer-Laborites, Townsendites, or any other polit- 
ical group. The minute we say people who have different 
pohtical views from our own ought to be kept off the ballot 
or “ought to go back where they came from,” we sound 
dangerously hke Adolf. We have a right to vote against 
them and to campaign against them — ^but they have a right to 
organize, get on the ballot and campaign. That is the Amer- 
ican way. It would be a mistake to think that every Jew feels 
about this as I do. Far from it. Some Jewish capitalists hate 
Jewish Communists as much as Christian capitalists hate 
Christian Communists. It is only correct to say Jewish cap- 
itahsts and upper middle class people probably have an even 
stronger aversion. They say that a Communist cannot be a 
good Jew, because a Communist is an atheist and a good Jew 
believes in God, the Jewish religion, and the Synagogue. 
They may be right about this. I know some Jewish Commu- 
nists and they despise everything that is Jewish, our Syna- 
gogues, our language and our customs, as much as pur 
religion — ^just as Christian Communists do not go to church, 
dislike ministers and priests and scoff at Christmas and Easter. 

Many Jews hate Communists because they still remember 
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that Orthodox rabbis and Jewish Zionist leaders were treated 
very badly, arrested, and even killed by the first Russian revo- 
lutionaries. There are still many Jews in America who have 
had everything taken away by the Russian Communists and 
who came to America penniless. 

Despite all this, in a free country like America, the Com- 
munist party is legal, and the Communists have a right to 
tliink what they like. What is more, they have a right to try 
to convince us if they can. So far they have not made much 
headway even though the all-out war has made most Amer- 
icans more sympathetic to the Russian people. The Russian 
armies have been heroic and the Russian civilians have shown 
an amazing capacity to suffer and to go on working. There 
are hosts of Americans, who, having seen all this, have begun 
to wonder if the remarkable unity of the Russian people is 
perhaps a result of the Communist system. 

But if you cannot quite put your finger on all Jews to call 
them Communists, you may still feel that most of them are 
radicals. If what you mean is that they w^nt drastic changes, 
in this respect you are probably right, if you are thinking 
about me, the young American Jew. I do not like a lot of 
things in my country, and would like to change them. But 
so would the Republicans. If being a radical means wanting 
drastic changes, Herbert Hoover is a radical and so is Alf 
Landon, Governor Dewey, and most of the Repubhcan 
leaders. They wanted to throw out the President as soon as 
they could; they wanted to change the tax laws; they wanted 
to overhaul the whole government. The theme song of the 
1944 campaign was, “It’s time for a change.” The only 
difference between them and me is the kind of change to be 
made. So remember we all have a right to be radicals of this 
kind. 

Let me tell you what it is I do not like and what I want. 
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Maybe it is because I am still a young American that I have 
these strange ideas. In 193 3, it made me sick to see millions of 
able-bodied men out of work and on relief. The slouching, 
bedraggled figures standing silent and sullen in bread lines 
were a far cry from the head-high Americans who landed on 
Plymouth Rock, cleared the wilderness, pushed the frontier 
all the way across the country. “Chins down,” instead of 
“heads up,” made America look sick and weak. Back home 
in “Hoovervilles” and “Shantyvilles” their kids could not go 
to school because they had no shoes. All around town, big 
factories stood empty, still, useless. America had broken 
down! Its big industrial cities were becoming ghost towns. 
Thousands of youngsters were riding the rails, chased by 
constables from one town to another. Remember? That is 
what we saw with our own eyes. 

But what most of us did not see was often worse. I took a 
trip down South to the “Grapes of Wrath” country. Was it 
as bad there as some people wrote? It was worse. Tlie roads 
looked as though a defeated army had been trying to get 
through. Thousands of homeless sharecroppers were stuck 
on the sides of the highways in their ancient worn-out ja- 
lopies. Whole families were living in a fifteen-year-old tour- 
ing car. They never got a bath. They used the woods for 
toilets. They begged food from passing trucks and cooked it 
in the open. At night they rolled up on the seats and floors of 
their cars and tried to sleep. A father, mother, and four or five 
kids in a car. I saw this and was ashamed to be an American. 
I smelled the garbage they cooked, and vomited. Where was 
the America of “amber fields of grain”? Where was the land 
of which we sang “God shed His grace on thee”? I saw these 
starved and naked children with paper bags for shoes. They 
could not read or write because they never went to school. 
They did not stay in any one place long enough to get into a 
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school. School boards would not take them in. They were 
not residents. And the sheriffs kept pushing them around. 
States passed laws to keep them out. They got pushed out of 
America. They were given new names. “Arkies,” “Okies,” 
“sharecroppers,” They all cried the same song of the open 
road. That’s the America I am ashamed of and want to 
change. And that is not all. 

We have a milli on American children from five to thirteen 
years old wor king in canning factories and textile plants. 
They do not know what childhood happiness means. They 
do not pick flowers in the summer woods and they do not go 
belly-slamming down the hills in the winter. They just work, 
every day from morning till night. Do you like that kind of 
America, neighbor? Let me tell you— I do not. With every- 
thing in me, I want to change it. Maybe I feel this way be- 
cause I am a Jew. It is in my blood to feel sorry for the poor 
— ^the starved — ^the whipped — ^the driven. I bring this feeling 
to America and I say I make America better for it. I am 
confident you do not like a cruel America any more than I 
do. I want to do everything in my power to change this 
America. And I do not call it enough change when the gov- 
ernment steps in and gives men a job pushing a rake around a 
park. Most Americans want the chance to do an honest day’s 
work in a man-sized job; to feel they have earned a day’s liv- 
ing. I want every child to be able to go to public school and 
to play after school. I want every American boy and girl to 
have shoes and clothes to wear, decent food to eat, and a 
home to live in. I want every American boy and girl to have 
a chance for college. That is the way to make democracy 
strong. That is the way to guarantee the love and loyalty of 
Americans. That is the America people will always fight to 
defend, if they have to. Of that America, we could honestly 
say, “God shed His grace on thee!” 
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Now, neighbor, when anyone comes along. Republican or 
Democrat or capitalist or Socialist, and gives me an idea about 
getting these changes, I am for it. No, I am not day-dreaming 
either. I am wider awake than you think. I know all these 
things I want for America cost money. It means higher taxes. 
It means dividing the profits. It means high wages. It means 
laws. I am for all this. I, the young American Jew, will always 
fight for these changes. I do not believe in “rugged individ- 
ualism” which is a polite way of saying, “Every man for him- 
self and let the devil take the hindmost.” I am for coopera- 
tion, with the stronger helping the weaker. If aU this makes 
you fear me as the Jewish radical, here is more fuel for the 
fire! I do not like to see a man fired from his job because he 
belongs to a union. The union is his only protection when 
the boss tries to cut his wages, lay him off, or make him work 
too many hours. The union sees to it that the boss complies 
with the laws about providing safety devices on the ma- 
chines, clean lavatories, and enough light and air. The union 
is the working man’s organization, just as the Chamber of 
Commerce is the boss’s organization. You say the union is a 
big racket. Not quite. There is too much racketeering in too 
many labor unions, but there is enough of the same thing in 
big business organizations too. 

One final and important word about my radicalism, neigh- 
bor. I want aU improvements and changes made according to 
the laws of our country and by a majority of the people. I 
want the Congress to do these things, just as fast as the people 
tell it to act. 

Now let me ask you, is there anything to hate me for in my 
land of radicalism? Isn’t it a healthy state of mind and isn’t it 
perfectly American? After all, I am not half the radical that 
George Washington was. He found things he did not like in 
this country. He thought the government ruling America 
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was all wrong, so he started a revolution. Every American 
whose great-great-great-grandfather fought in the Revolu- 
tion against the King of England, considers himself the very 
best American. The descendants of those who fought with 
Washington are so proud their relatives were part of the 
Revolution that they have formed exclusive societies like the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the Sons of the 
American Revolution. Washington’s ideas were similar to 
mine because both of us were taught from the same Bible. 
My ancestors wrote that radical Bible. All of us, who stiU 
think it is worth while and read it regularly, know that Abra- 
ham, Moses, and the prophets, always complaining about 
things as they were, tried to change them. Abraham changed 
the world’s religion. Moses proclaimed slavery to be an evil. 
Isaiah warned that no country can enjoy peace until all the 
world has it. Jesus denounced the bankers in the Temple 
court. These men were the greatest radicals in history, yet 
all of us respect them. Isn’t this country and the whole world 
much better off because these men and others who came 
after them were dissatisfied with things as they found them 
and made changes? 

I promised to be open and frank in everything that I said 
to you. While I know in advance that you will not like it, I 
must tell you about something else that makes me a radical. 
That something else is sometimes you. Some Christians are 
the people who control all the big chains of business, in which 
a Jew does not have a chance. I have to be against chain busi- 
nesses, interlocking utilities, and giant corporations. If the 
Jew were given more opportunity to work in the big cor- 
porations or to be advanced to a httle executive job, he might 
not long retain his fear of big business. If aU big businessmen 
were a little more understanding toward labor, there would 
not be so many Jews in the labor unions either. You cannot 
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lock Jews out of big business and still expect them to be for 
it. By these mistakes Christians are encouraging what they 
consider radicahsm among Jews as weU as among Christians. 

Now, after aU that I have said, do you think I am very 
different in my economic ideas from most young Americans 
of other faiths and is there anything dangerous in my ideas? 
Are they bad enough to make you hate me for them and sus- 
pect that I am the brains behind every movement to ruin 
America and overthrow the government? 

Do these things explain to you why so many Jews sup- 
ported Roosevelt and the New Deal? Mind you, not ail Jews 
were for Roosevelt. My uncle, a little capitalist, denounced 
him more than the worst Roosevelt-hater in Wall Street, 
but it is probably true that a great many Jews followed 
Roosevelt. They may have been wrong in thinking that his 
ideas about changing the country and improving it were 
pretty much like theirs. If a Republican candidate for the 
presidency could convince such Jews that he is closer to 
their ideas of social and economic advancement, they would 
vote for him. The last four election results indicate pretty 
clearly that not only the Jews but almost two-thirds of the 
American people felt the same way about Roosevelt. 

You may think he was a radical, too. Well, it is worth re- 
membering that his forebears came over on the Mayflower, 
and his aunts, uncles and cousins were all Sons and Daughters 
of the American Revolution. So remember, radicalism is not 
confined to Jews, and you ought not to blame all and only 
Jews for every radical idea in America. 

Why should Christians make the mistake of saying, as they 
often do, that all Jews vote the same way? No one controls 
the Jewish vote and you will find Jewish leaders and follow- 
ers in every political party. Take a look at your own home 
town. You will find there are Jews who are Republican poli- 
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ticians as well as Democratic ones. In large cities, there are 
Jewish Republican officeholders as well as Democratic office- 
holders. Even in the national leadership of the political 
parties, a sprinkling of Jews is found in both. 

Yes, neighbor, I am a capitalist, a Communist, a Repub- 
lican, a Democrat, a Socialist, and just about everything that 
the rest of us Americans are. I am like the whole American 
people. My political views are like yours and in about the 
same proportions, depending upon the breaks I got in this 
country, on what side of the railroad tracks I was born, and 
on how well my folks got along- 1 am all of these and I do not 
mind your calling me all three, provided you do not forget 
the word ‘‘all,” and provided you do not make the mistake of 
sa)7ing today, “All Jews are Communists,” and tomorrow, 
“All Jews are capitalists and own the whole country.” If you 
want to be fair, just say “Some Jews are capitalists, some are 
Communists, some are radicals, some are reactionaries, some 
gripe about everything — pretty much like the rest of us.” 
Then you will be speaking the truth and you will learn to 
understand us. 



VTI 


I WANT MY SON TO BE A DOCTOR 
Dear Neighbor: 

A common Christian prejudice against the Jew is based on 
the belief a Jew does not like hard labor and seeks an easier 
way of making a living. Read this, and then judge for youT'- 
self. 

I want my son to be a doctor or a lawyer or a dentist or an 
engineer or even a university professor, and I cannot under- 
stand why it is wrong for me to have such hopes. Yet on 
every hand I find that many Christians, and even some of my 
fellow Jews, make it appear to be an unworthy ambition. 
Right now an important Jewish organization sends out post- 
ers to be placed in synagogues and Jewish Sunday schools, 
frightening out of their ambitions my son and as many other 
Jewish sons as will read it. The posters say in effect that Jew- 
ish boys should prepare to become steelworkers, farmers, ma- 
chine operators, tailors, sanitation workers and tradesmen. In 
fact, they encourage Jewish boys to enter every possible field 
except what is regarded as a profession. When I read these 
signs, I ask myself, “Is there something wrong or disgraceful 
in being a doctor or a lawyer or a dentist or a teacher? Are 
these professions rackets or unethical frauds?” While Chris- 
tians do not put up posters, some look with suspicion and 
fear upon the large percentage of Jews who try to get into 
the professions. 

Their attitude on this matter is more serious than you real- 
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ize. It appears that they have made up their minds there are 
too many Jews in the professions. Therefore they use every 
means to stop Jews from getting anywhere near them. Some 
of the best educated Christians in America have been part of 
this open and sometimes secret effort to close the doors of the 
professions to Jews. The best colleges in America have estab- 
lished quotas on the number of Jews who will be admitted 
each year. When they are charged with doing this, they deny 
it, because it would be bad pubHc relations to admit it; but 
the quotas are there just the same. They try to keep the Jew 
out of college because that brings him a step nearer to a grad- 
uate school and ultimately a profession. To be more thor- 
ough, they ought to start with the high schools, for if a young 
Jew does not graduate from a high school, there will be no 
need to worry about his coming within ten miles of a college 
campus. Or they might even begin at the elementary level, 
for then they would be keeping the Jew at a safe distance 
from any education. Would they like to have the next gen- 
eration of American Jews illiterate? In the long run it will 
not pay to curb the education of American Jews. An illiterate 
Jewish community in America will not produce a Brandeis, 
Cardozo, Frankfurter, or Lewisohn, or any of the famous 
Jewish research workers in medicine, chemistry, and the 
other sciences. They might remember also that they would 
be adding five million to the number of illiterates already in 
America. People who cannot read or write do not make good 
citizens because they cannot take an intelligent interest in 
their government. 

Of course no Christian gentleman, and certainly no college 
president or professor, will ever admit that they try to keep 
bright young men out of the universities because they are 
Jews. But here is an incident which illustrates how they 
operate. When all the European universities began to throw 
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the Jews out, some students fled to America. One of them 
came to my town and told me his story. He was brought up 
in Vieima, went to school there and was in his last year at the 
medical school when the Nazis marched in and drove him 
out. All he wanted now was a chance to finish medical school 
and to get started on his life’s work, healing the sick. We 
have a good medical school in our city, and I promised I 
would go up to see the dean about this boy’s getting in. I 
told the dean the story of the refugee from Vienna, present- 
ing his credentials, which substantiated the claim that he was 
a top-notch student. The dean looked at the papers very 
carefully, turned a pair of steel-blue eyes upon me, and spoke 
in a calm and deliberate voice: “This boy certainly has a fine 
record. It is indeed a stupid world in which he was not per- 
mitted to complete his education. But of course you will 
realize it is quite impossible for us to admit him. The 
European standards are not the same as ours.” 

“But this boy would be willing to go through even four 
years of your school,” I replied. “He does not care how long 
it takes him . All he wants is a chance to become a doctor and 
to devote his life to healing the sick.” 

“Yes, I appreciate that,” the dean answered, “but it would 
not be possible for us to help this boy.” 

The last he said with finality. I was not ready to give up, 
deciding we might as well get down to brass tacks. “Dean,” 
I continued, “I know that you have admitted other refugees. 
Let us speak frankly. Is it because this young man is a Jew 
that you decline to admit him?” 

“No,” answered the dean. “Absolutely not. We do not dis- 
criminate against Jews here. As a matter of fact, in every 
freshman class that comes in, eight or nine per cent of the 
men are Jewish.” 

There was the story. Just eight or nine per cent of every 
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freshman class was Jewish. By what strange accident was the 
percentage the same each year? It was not an accident. It was 
a determined, cold, relentless pohcy. The dean had given 
himself away. This is the pattern of a policy that is main- 
tained throughout the len^ and breadth of this great free 
I find of America, which was founded upon the religious doc- 
trine that every man should be given free opportunities in 
the pursuit of his happiness. In the confidential files of most 
of the medical schools of our land, you will find the same 
policy. 

While I said before, neighbor, that if such Christians were 
thorough, they ought to make sure that all young Jews re- 
main illiterate, I know that they do not want all Jews to be 
illiterate. They would even admit them to the colleges more 
freely if Jews would guarantee to keep out of the profes- 
sions. Christians do not mind so much if my son goes to Har- 
vard or Yale for, after all, if their sons are there too, they do 
not have to mix with mine or let him into their fraternity. But 
they are determined my son shall not be a doctor, lawyer, or 
dentist? Why? Have they analyzed this matter for them- 
selves? Have they taken their prejudices apart to look at 
them fairly? Their first feeling is that the Jews ruin the pro- 
fessions. Then they begin to mention the shyster lawyers, 
the quack doctors, the gyp dentists who are Jews. But that 
answer is only an excuse. They know it is not the whole 
truth. They know that every shyster lawyer is not a Jew, 
and every medical practitioner whose license is revoked is 
not a Jew. Some are, of course, but some of these unethical 
people are Christians. Haven’t they ever had a Christian doc- 
tor who gave them no help? There are incompetent doctors, 
lawyers, and dentists and they are sons of the church and the 
mosque, as well as of the synagogue. They are Negro, white. 
Episcopalian, Baptist, and Seventh Day Adventists, as well as 
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Jews. Furthermore, Christians will not deny that the Jews 
have their share of top-notchers in every profession. Ask 
your friends. Many of them swear by a Jewish doctor or a 
Jewish la’wyer. 

If, then, the basis of Christian prejudice cannot be that the 
Jews are ruining the professions, their next argument is: 
“Well, if they are not ruining them, at least they are over- 
crowding the professions.” There is indeed a half-truth in 
this because a few years ago it did seem that all of the profes- 
sions were overcrowded, though even that was an illusion 
and not the real truth. In an emergency such as war, we 
found out very quickly that there were not half enough doc- 
tors or dentists to go around. The army and navy needed so 
many of them that we drained our cities and villages. If any 
serious epidemic were to come, we would find ourselves in a 
helpless situation. Some people have come to the conclusion 
that not only are these professions not overcrowded, but 
even in peace time there are not enough medical men in the 
country. Unformnately, there are still a few million Amer- 
icans who cannot afford to see a doctor or a dentist even 
when they need one. That is why these professionals are not 
busy all of the time and do not get enough business. That is 
why America is not as healthy a country as it could be. At 
the beginning of the war when the army and navy sriU ad- 
hered to high physical standards, the draft boards had to turn 
down two out of every ten men. They could not make the 
grade. The armed forces finally had to lower their physical 
standards or they could not have gotten enough soldiers and 
sailors. That does not augur well for America’s future. If aU 
the people in America had enough money to patronize the 
medical men when their health required it, we would not 
have nearly enough medicos in any city in the Union. Some 
day we shall get aroimd to doing something about this. 
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But to come back to tke point that we were speaking about 
in the beginning. Even if Christians were right about the 
professions being overcrowded, it still would be far from fair 
to argue that the Jews are overcrowding them. If they want 
to thin out the professions, the fair thing is to get the medical 
schools to raise their requirements for admission — and to 
raise them for everybody who applies. This means that the 
Jews would have to take their chances with everybody else. 
I do not care what requirements are set up, whether they are 
a matter of college grades, intelhgence tests, or any other 
kind of standard by which they decide whether student X 
should be admitted to the school, so long as they do not bar 
my son because his name is Goldstein, his nose is of a different 
shape from the gentile boy’s, or because his hair or eyes are 
of a different color. These little physical differences cer- 
tainly have nothing to do with maldng a good lawyer or 
doctor. 

Let us suppose that my boy and some of his Jewish friends 
get by the requirements, jump all the hurdles that are set up, 
and become laAvyers or doctors. Christians still will not have 
to patronize them if they do not want to. No one will compel 
them to. They do not have to worry as to how the Jews will 
make a living or whether there are enough Jews in the coun- 
try to support them. That is the professional’s own responsi- 
bility. He may find some intelligent Christians who will em- 
ploy him because of his skill and will not be concerned about 
his religion. All that the Jew asks is that he be given a chance 
to be what he wants to be. Then let him shift for himself. All 
that he expects is that you do not stand in his way because he 
is a Jew. 

Maybe you have come along this far, neighbor, but still 
have other questions to ask. “Why do so many Jewish boys 
'want to be in a profession? Why do they •want to make a liv- 
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ing with their heads instead of their hands?” For hundreds of 
years in all the European lands where your people and mine 
lived together, mine were kept out of the occupations that 
required manual labor. A Jew could not be a farmer because 
he could never own a piece of land. His neighbors said the 
land was sacred and Jewish hands would defile it. A Jew 
could not be a weaver, coppersmith, or shoemaker because 
the Christian population had set up a system of guilds. (By 
the way, it should be remembered that we did not start the 
unions.) The guilds would not let a Jew in. Thus Jews were 
kept out of all crafts and became estranged from working 
with their hands. All this does not mean that Jews cannot be 
skilled workmen or good farmers. On the contrary, for the 
longest part of our history, beginning with Father Abraham, 
our chief occupations were tending sheep, raising cattle, till- 
ing the soil, aiid planting vineyards in Palestine. For a good 
while after we were driven out of Palestine, we were artisans 
— and good ones. Some of the best silversmiths and gold- 
smiths in the world today are the Jews who live in Yemen, a 
tiny little country near Palestine. The Yemenite Jews of 
today have inherited their art and sldll from their forefathers 
of hundreds of years ago. 

If the Jews of Europe could not own land or be craftsmen, 
how did they make a living? What did they do with their 
time? The answer is they did not make a living, at least none 
to speak of. They were the outcasts of society. They lived 
behind ghetto wails which their neighbors built. They 
starved most of the time or lived off each other. They were 
compelled to engage in secret businesses which the Christian 
world regarded as illegal. Jews were forced to do this or to 
give up the ghost. Behind these ghetto walls what did Jewish 
parents prepare their sons to be? They prepared them to be 
scholars. The only education they received was Jewish edu- 
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cation. The only books they read were Jewish books. The 
Old Testament, the Tahnud, law codes, Hebrew story books 
— ^these were the exclusive materials on which Jewish chil- 
dren were brought up. Even in all this darkness and misery, 
once in a while the soul of a Jewish child would try to sing. 
Such a child would busy himself with learning the cantilla- 
tion of the Old Testament and the ancient musical motifs of 
the Hebrew prayer-book. Thus an undying interest in music 
was engraved on the character of the Jew. TThis period of our 
history made us a “bookish” people and our chief contribu- 
tions to the world since then have not been in music or art or 
science, nor in the crafts. Our main gifts have been The Book 
and other books, in every language spoken by the civilized 
nations of the world. 

Our way of thinking and talking has been influenced by 
this bookishness. Even Jews, who themselves are dullards, re- 
spect the man of the book more than the man of means. Study 
and learning are a part of our religion and our law books tell 
us that the religious Jew must set aside a time each day for 
study, no matter how humble be his means or his occupation. 
To the religious Jew, the chief business of his life is to know 
the will of God, revealed in the Bible and explained in other 
works. There is an old saying in our religious literature, “The 
ignorant man cannot be a righteous man.” Jewish mothers 
sing to the babes in their laps, “The Torah is the best mer- 
chandise in the world.” The Jew drinks in a love and respect 
for The Book as he drinks his motiier’s milk. 

Up until World War II, Poland was the center of Jewish 
life. Several million Jews lived there. They were the poorest 
Jews in the world, but there was hardly a single Polish-Jewish 
family that did not boast of a scholar. There were great 
schools of Jewish learning in every large city in Poland. 
There were little colleges at almost every crossroad and in 
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the smallest villages. This was typical of the whole Jewish 
people for long, long centuries. We confess the truth of the 
charge that we have learned to live by the book rather than 
by our hands, and we have grown to like the book better 
than manual labor. For centuries it was quite natural that 
when a young Jew thought about preparing for his future, 
he thought of a book rather than of a machine or an imple- 
ment. 

When the French Revolution gave birth to the words, 
“freedom, equality and liberty” for all men, Jews included, 
the ghetto walls were broken down and millions of bookish 
Jews came out into the bright light of what promised to be a 
new free world for them (but wasn’t) . What was more nat- 
ural than that they should flock to the libraries and the 
schools, eagerly picking up the strange new books written in 
stranger languages.^ The new books opened the minds of 
Jewish young men to the sciences and the professions. They 
were dazzled by the bewildering light of new knowledge. 
Their minds had been sharpened by long centuries of the 
exclusive diet of books, and the burning bright eyes that had 
until now pored over the ancient folios, the Bible and 
Talmud, found new fields for exploration. Some of us Jews 
are not too happy about this. The Bible and Talmud have 
been neglected too long now; the Hebrew language is al- 
ready strange to Jewish tongues. Some of our best young 
brains now excel in every field of knowledge except their 
own native heritage of Jewdsh knowledge. This interest in 
books explains why our young folks look to the professions 
for their future careers. 

In our own time we have seen a startling change in this 
Jewish habit. Over in Palestine, there are once again half a 
million Jew^ building a new land. Among these pioneers of 
the soil the Jewish philosophy of life has been radically 
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altered. With the good earth beckoning to him, the ambition 
of a Palestinian Jewish youth is no longer to enter a profes- 
sion. He looks down upon the professionals. He does not 
consider their work the most important. This Jewish lad 
wants to be a first-class farmer, catde-raiser, or orange 
grower. There is no doubt that in Palestine the Jews are re- 
turning to their early occupations. There it is considered an 
honor to be able to use one’s hands as well as one’s head. 

You ought to know, neighbor, that those of us who think 
seriously about the welfare of our young people would be 
very happy if there were good opportunities for young 
Jewish people here in America, in occupations other than 
the professions. It would be a fine thing if more Jews wanted 
to go back to the farms or work in the factories, but it would 
be desirable only for those who really wanted to do it. More 
than anything else, I beHeve in democracy, and one of 
democracy’s first principles is that every fellow must get a 
fair chance to develop himself as he thinks best or likes best, 
as long as he does not interfere with the rest of us. Democ- 
racy means that Christians have no right even to make the 
effort to stop young Jews from being anything they would 
like to be that is of benefit to all of us. Every young man 
or woman in this country should be regarded as an American 
citizen who has the right to make the most of the gifts he 
possesses or thinks he possesses. Young American Jews ask 
for only one thing as they try to build their futures: a fair 
chance. They do not think it is fair to be ruled out because 
of their rehgion, name or complexion. They do not think it 
is fair for anyone to say, “Only ten Jews may be admitted 
aimuaUy to the freshman medical or law class.” The univer- 
sities and their presidents who have been saying this for a 
good many years either do not understand democracy or do 
not like it. But you, neighbor, are a plain citizen and you 
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do think the democratic way is a good thing for America. 
You have a right to say, “only ten young Americans should 
enter the freshman class at Harvard, Yale or Princeton be- 
cause that is all any profession can absorb each year. Let 
these ten be Negroes, Catholics, Protestants, Jews or Mo- 
hammedans. Let us give them all the same test. Let the best 
ten win, and in the long run, America will gain most.” 



VIII 


ARE THE JEWS CLANNISH? 

Dear Neighbor: 

They are. This time you are right, eveu though their 
clannishness is not a good thing for them or for you. Jews 
ought to feel more comfortable than they do among 
Christians. Jewish boys and girls in college should have a 
social life together with their non-Jewish friends. Frater- 
nities might be non-sectarian. Jews and Christams could learn 
to play together as well as work together in America. How 
do we square this with the fact that the Jews are clannish? It 
is true that they congregate in neighborhoods, vacation in 
Jewish summer and winter resorts, establish their own golf 
clubs and even their own professional societies. But has it 
ever occurred to you that the clannishness which you dis- 
like, Christians have themselves created with painstaldng 
care? They have put the “gentile only” sign on hotels and 
vacation spots. They have written the law, “no Jews 
allowed,” in their golf clubs. They have joined together in 
making the rule, “restricted clientele,” apply to their sub- 
urban allotments. They have done all this, and yet com- 
plain about the Jew’s being clannish! What did they expect 
the Jew to do, tear down the signs and say, “Please take me 
in?” Some Jews have done this, and they command very 
little respect from their fellow Jews. Real friendship means 
going halfway toward someone. To do more than that is 
to push yourself among people who do not want you. The 
man who does that has little self-respect. 
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Jews go on vacations not to be snubbed, but to have a good 
time. If they sense Christians do not want them around, they 
form Jewish clubs of their own. They play a better game of 
golf among friends; their style is cramped iti an unfriendly 
atmosphere. That is why there are Jewish golf clubs all over 
the country, even though every Jew in the club would be 
happy to have a game with his Christian business or pro- 
fessional associates. 

The same reasoning holds true for the Jewish neighbor- 
hoods which Christians often consider a blight upon com- 
munities. Some Jews are tough-skinned about exercising 
their rights. They will live where they want to. They will 
move next door to you and will not care if you do not say 
hello to them for the rest of your life. But most Jews are 
sensitive about being disliked. They are particularly sensitive 
about anyone’s slighting their children. They therefore feel 
more secure in moving into neighborhoods where there are 
a good many other Jews. This herding instinct of the JeAvish 
people has a long history. Subconsciously they have not for- 
gotten that for more centuries than they like to remember, 
Jews herded together for the plain necessity of protection. 
Jews learned through the bitter school of experience that 
they could defend themselves better in groups than when 
they were alone. That is why few Jews are to be found even 
today in outlying farming districts. Many Jews are still 
afraid of Christians. They still fear that some day some 
Christians may lose all the marks of civilization, go berserk, 
and come out shrieking, “Christ killer!” As long as there is 
the spirit of anti-Semitism in the ah, the Jew has good reason 
to be afraid of his neighbor and to herd with his own for 
self-preservation. I hope this feeling wiU pass, and the Jew 
will one day begin to look upon every Christian as just an- 
other citizen like himself without fear and suspicion. Perhaps 
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a developing friendship and brotherhood in America will 
destroy the walls that still stand between us. But you, 
neighbor, are the one who must do the main job. Jews will 
be glad to cooperate in breaking down their clannishness. 
But first Christians will have to learn to be ashamed of their 
“gentile only” signs. They must convince themselves that 
such acts on their part are not only un-American, but they 
are unbrotherly, anti-religious, inhuman. They will have to 
learn that they make for (fivision among the American popu- 
lation, not for unity. Their preachers will have to denounce 
these signs, which are signs of gentile feelings. They must 
open up their clubs and their resorts. Their hands must come 
forth first in the warm clasp of friendship. Their smile will 
have to melt the icy stare they so often give the Jew in a 
railroad dining car or when he sits down next to them in the 
concert hall and on the beach. 

I am speaking not only about the Christians who any: 
fundamentalist die-hards, who think that the Jew must be 
an everlasting sign of punishment because of his rejection of 
Jesus. The evil practice of social ostracism is prevalent even 
among liberals — ^those who call themselves Christian liberals. 
They are the ones who take the attitude: “They will 
sympathize with the Jews and often respect the Jews. They 
will not permit themselves to speak falsehood about the 
Jews. But they certainly see no reason why they should 
associate socially with Jews.” They cannot be charged with 
being anti-Semites in any way at all, but only with being 
snobs. Let me make it clear, Jews do not crave social contact 
with gentiles. But gentiles ought to know it is inevitable that 
the absence of it means to the Jew a social life exclusively 
with Jews. It means eating, drinking, taUdng, vacationing, 
and playing only with Jews. This is clannishness. It is a 
clannishness which is imposed upon the Jew and, therefore, 



ALL god’s children 73 

Christians have no right to complain about it. If you think it 
is not the best thing for America, the Jew will agree with 
you, but it is still true that Christians are the only ones who 
can change this. Try it out some day to see how the Jew will 
respond. 

In no way is this meant to imply that it is unfriendly for 
Christians to maintain exclusively Christian youth or adult 
associations. Nor would the Jew surrender the same right 
for himself. But such groups are justifiable when they are 
dedicated to purposes which Christians have in common 
only with each other. A church youth group is meant to 
foster Christian fellowship. A Christian summer retreat is 
intended to revive Christian piety. Jews neither ask nor have 
any right to ask for admission. But where people meet in 
non-denominational groupings, for purely social, recrea- 
tional, secular, or professional purposes, there all should be 
welcome who wish to share in the program of activities. 
By practicing exclusion on religious grounds we not only 
exhibit a divisive prejudice, but we destroy the opportunity 
to foster friendship, brotherhood, and American fellowship 
through common action. 



IX 


COME INTO MY HOUSE 
Dear Neighbor: 

Now that we are better acquainted as a result of our 
previous conversations, perhaps it is proper to tell you a bit 
of personal experience. About twenty years ago I went to 
college in a little town in southern Ohio. Miami University 
nestles among the fertile farm lands of the Miami valley. The 
town of Oxford has about twelve hundred population, all 
Christians. The students come from surrounding farms and 
hamlets. You can smell the hayseed in every classroom. No 
more than two or three Jewish students had ever been en- 
rolled at Miami, and that year I was the only Jew on the 
campus. I learned that hardly any of the students had ever 
talked to a Jew, and some had never seen one. 

Upon arriving I went to my room, unpacked my clothes, 
washed up, and then decided to walk down to the dormitory 
lounge to get acquainted. At the top of the stairs, looking 
down, I saw the room filled with freshmen engaged in lively 
conversation. Suddenly someone spied me coming down the 
stairs. The news had gotten around quickly. A voice from 
the center of the room introduced me with, “Here comes 
the wandering Jew.'^ If I were not afraid that you would 
attribute it to “characteristic” cupidity, I would suggest the 
college should have paid me for coming, for I became at once 
as valuable as any exhibit in the college museum. I became 
the “college Jew.” What wild ideas those farmer-students 
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had about Jews! Some of them expected to see a bearded 
monster with horns sticking out of his head. Others expected 
this seventeen-year-old Jewish student to look like “an 
Elder of Zion,” such as they had seen caricatured in the 
Dearborn Independent. At first, I enjoyed more comfort in 
the classroom than I cared for. Somehow, the four chairs on 
all sides of me were always left vacant. I was in quarantine. 
These farmer-students were cautious. Who knows, they 
thought, maybe the Jew carries a variety of disease germs in 
his pocket. My classmates gave me furtive looks. The Pro- 
fessor sensed the problem, and thought it best to ignore me. 
Surveying this situation, I began to wonder about the kind 
of Sunday School education these religious Christians had 
received! 

From Sunday School, church, table conversation at home, 
and cloakroom whispering, they had formed a composite 
picture of something they had never seen in the flesh, and 
they named it “the wandering Jew.” The fellow who lived 
next door in the dorm finally broke down to tell me he had 
heard every Jewish church had vast stores of ammunition in 
the cellar. I asked him, “What for.^” He looked me straight 
in the eye and in a low voice answered, “You know what 
for.” 

I began to wonder then how I could free these otherwise 
normal fellows of the dark and foreboding ideas and fears 
about me, the Jew. How could I make them see me as just 
another fellow-smdent who ate, drank, slept, hoped and 
worked just as they did.^ After some weeks, one of the boys 
became quite friendly, and I finally mustered up the courage 
to ask him to come home with me for a week-end so that he 
might find out what the Jews are really like. He found out, 
and we have remained good friends these twenty years. 

I took this long detour, neighbor, to explain why I am in- 
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vifing you into my house so that you, too, can see how we 
Jews live. 

On the way into my house, you will find on the right-hand 
doorpost, about two-thirds of the way up, a little rectangular 
box made of wood or metal. Don’t let it frighten or even 
worry you. Xhere is no voodoo witchcraft connected with 
it. In the box is a tiny roll of parchment on which is written 
in Hebrew letters an excerpt from the Book of Deuteron- 
omy of the Bible, which says, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart. . . .” The little box with its message 
is up there to tell me in brief, “Whenever you come into this 
house or when you go out of it into the world about, re- 
member to be a civilized human being. Remember the lessons 
of the Bible about being honest, kind, and gentle and merci- 
ful in all of your dealings with people, in your office, shop 
and store. Remember to make your home a little temple of 
God. B ring sweetness and light with you when you enter. 
Let your wife, parents and children have reason to be happy 
that you have come home. And when you go out of the 
house touch your fingers to the little box to remind yourself 
of the sacred obligation to make the outside world as happy 
and kindly a place as your home.” 

Jews call the little box and its writing a Mezuza. It is 
prescribed by biblical statute in chapter six of the Book of 
Deuteronomy., From what one reads about increasing 
divorces in America and the unhappiness in so many homes, 
it would seem that these reminders might be a wholesome 
thing for everyone. Of course I am not suggesting it for 
Qiristians. I am only noting that they seem good to us Jews, 
they are part of our way of life, and we like them. Let us 
hope the next time you see a Mezuza on your Jewish neigh- 
bor’s house or apartment, you will understand that it is no 
superstitious symbol and has no secret power. It is the sign 
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of a Jewish home which the Jew sets up to remind himself 
of the ideals of that home. 

Now that you have finally crossed my threshold you have 
seen that my house is as clean as yours and has about the 
same kind of furniture. If you are a poor Christian and I am a 
poor Jew, then my furniture is as cheap and simple as yours. 
If we are both in better circumstances, then my furniture is 
very likely as good and well-made as yours. If neither of us 
has refined tastes, my household goods are as gaudy as yours. 

We Jews have an old tradition about hospitality. Do you 
remember how Father Abraham, sitting in his tent, was 
visited by the three strangers who looked tired and hungry? 
He promptly asked them to stay overnight and to eat with 
him. Religious Jews take that story as a guide. They consider 
it both a good deed and a religious obligation to extend 
hospitality to strangers. Sit down, neighbor, and we shall en- 
joy having you for dinner. The Hebrew words I recite for 
grace are a httle prayer which says, “Thank you, God, for 
the blessing of food.” You call the prayer “Grace” and we 
call it “Motzi.” 

It is not surprising if you seem a bit hesitant as we start to 
eat. Yes, the food must be strange to you. My wife cooks dif- 
ferently from yours. We relish these special Jewish dishes, 
such as stuffed fish, zimmes, chopped liver, putscha, sweet 
and sour fish, cholent, herring, etc. The different style of 
cooking ought not to disturb you if you remember that your 
wife does not cook the same way as neighbor Smith’s. Cook- 
ing depends on what part of America or Europe we happen 
to come from. Irish Americans favor mulligan stew and 
corned beef and cabbage. Our fellow Americans who hail 
from Hungary eat gobs of paprikash and goulash. Southern- 
ers are brought up on fried chicken and New Englanders are 
renowned for their baked beans and codfish. 
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I cannot serve butter with the meat, or cream with the 
coffee, but you understand this already because we explained 
it in an earlier conversation. 

I hope you hked the meal and are acquiring a taste for 
Jewish cooking. Variety is the spice of life and most Ameri- 
cans are unusually adventurous in seeking novel dishes. We 
crowd the Chinese restaurants so that a Chinese hardly has a 
chance to get in. Quite frequently Christians come into 
Jewish restaurants to order “gefilte fish” or “kreplach.” The 
next time you feel you would like “kreplach,” come over and 
we shall have them for you. 

Now that we have finished eating, we follow good 
medical advice to sit still for a while. We Jews consider it 
improper to fold our napkins and walk away from the table, 
immediately after swallowing the last morsel. We first thank 
God again for having satisfied our hunger. We remember in 
our prayer that there are millions of people who do not have 
as much as we do. These days some of us think about the 
thousands iti India and Poland who drop in the streets each 
day from hunger. We know there is enough food in the 
world, but it just does not get around. In some places people 
die of hunger, and elsewhere they diet to get thin. So we 
pray that we may help God dish out the earth’s food more 
equitably in order that everyone may get enough. 

The only time you would find any change in our way of 
eating would be on our Sabbaths and holidays. Every Fri- 
day eve at sundown (our holidays all begin at sundown), 
my wife lights the candles on the dinner table as she prays to 
God that there may always be light in our home and in every 
home in the world. To a great many Jews, their fondest 
memory is their mother kindling the Sabbath lights. It is the 
Jewish people’s greatest gesture of love for all men every- 
where. Especially today this custom means a great deal to 
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US, as we remember that millions of people live in darkness 
and fear. We pray that the lights may go on and stay on 
everywhere, turning shadows and tears into brightness and 
smiles. 

After the candles are lit, you would see me hold up a glass 
of wine and sing a Hebrew prayer. The prayer thanks God 
for the gift of grapes and wine which makes the hearts of 
men jolly. Ponder over this for a moment and you will 
understand much about your Jevsnsh neighbor’s soul: Jews 
thank God for wine, yet you probably have rarely seen a 
Jew drunk. Here is how we look at it. Drunkenness is a sin, 
and it is the rare Jew who ever gets drunk. At the same time, 
many of us like to take a little nip now and then, as we re- 
member that a wise Lord created grapes as well as grape- 
fruit. In praying over a glass of wine we are reminded that 
it was intended to make us happy, not drunk and sick. We 
Jews are not blue-noses. We do not believe any of our hu- 
man feelings, not even our sex desires, are emotions of which 
to be ashamed. We are certain God knew what he was do- 
ing in fashioning us the way he did. Eating and drinking, 
laughing and sex are to be enjoyed, controlled, and used 
properly for greater human happiness. 

By the way, neighbor, back in the Old Ojuntry, some 
people had a superstition about our wine which would be 
ludicrous if it had not brought us so much sorrow. From 
time to time a fantastic rumor would spread in a little 
European town that the red liquid Jews drank on Sabbaths 
and holidays was the blood of Christian children. Usually 
a few Jews and frequently a few hundred Jews were 
murdered, to see if their blood offered any evidence! Thank 
God that’s one we have not heard in America. Americans are 
not that guUible. They understand that we, like you, drink 
wine because it is sweet, and we hope that sweetness will take 
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the place of bitterness in the hearts and on the lips of men 
everywhere. 

Well, that was a pretty long drink. Yes, even my two little 
girls and my wife get a sip out of the same glass of wine. 
Perhaps you are wondering why this prayer (which we call 
“Kiddush” or “sanctification”), takes so long if it is only to 
thank God for wine. The answer is that we speak of other 
more important matters in the prayer. We recall that the 
Sabbath we celebrate is described in the Bible as a holiday 
declared by God when the world was created, to indicate 
that all people must have a day of rest; that it is evil and con- 
trary to the wiU of God for people to be enslaved to labor 
with never a chance to rest. Physical slavery breaks the 
bodies which God intended should be well taken care of. 
Slavery to labor makes machines out of human beings. We 
Jews, therefore, know that we must ever strive for the time 
when men, women and children will be able to rest and play 
as well as work. Nor is that all we say in this “Kiddush” 
prayer every Sabbath eve. We remind ourselves that once 
we too were slaves in Egypt. We are not ashamed to remem- 
ber our bondage as we promise to aid those who are still in 
servitude and to fight for their freedom. 

We are not selfish about our holidays, our happiness and 
our resting. The blessings we enjoy, we wish for all others. 

This is the religious introduction to our Sabbath meal 
which you can see repeated each week and each holiday in 
my home. If you drop in on the Passover, you will see more. 
Our evening meal on that holiday is a family reunion. Every- 
one has a storybook which we read each Passover. We take 
turns around the table, each one reading a paragraph. The 
story is about the Jewish slaves in Egypt and how God 
emancipated them with the help of Moses. Of course the 
food is different on Passover. As the Bible commands, we 
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eat no bread, but instead the flat cakes (matzos) which the 
Egyptian Jews ate. We also use special dishes and silverware 
during the Passover holiday, to be sure they have not been 
touched by bread. At the end of the Passover dinner, every 
little child receives a gift, if he has stayed awake during the 
extended festivities. It is the happiest of all Jewish holidays 
and lasts eight days. This is the holiday Christians call 
Easter, which was originally the ancient Jewish Passover. 
That famous painting, “The Last Supper,” depicts Jesus and 
his compamons at the Passover meal. 

Now that you know the mysteries of my dining room and 
kitchen, you are aware that they resemble yours in many 
ways. We eat matzos on Passover; you eat Easter eggs. We 
have a special soup; you must have fruit cake for Christmas. 
Both of us will travel across the country to celebrate the 
holidays at the family hearth. 

Perhaps you wonder what the rest of my house is like. 
Come and see, for it is exactly like yours, bedrooms and 
bathrooms. Here we are both the same, neighbor. We are 
human beings whom God made alike. We even have the 
same number of squeaky doors and leaking faucets. Would 
you care to come into the living room to have a smoke? The 
picture over there on the wall is that of a great Jew, Theo- 
dore Herzl. He was the man who tried to reestablish the 
Jewish nation in Palestine. We regard him as a patriot of the 
Jewish people, just as Washington, on the other wall, is a 
patriot to all of us Americans. The little woodcut over the 
fireplace is the Ten Commandments in Hebrew. Here in the 
bookcase are a good many volumes that are not found in 
your house. Here is our family Bible, in Hebrew, and some 
of my grandfather’s holiday prayer-books. Here is a shelf 
of books written by great modem Hebrew authors. We 
always have some of the current Jewish magazines around. 
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You probably have these other books, such as Beard’s 
“History of American Civilization,” “Little Women,” 
which my daughter reads, and “Great Figures of the Baseball 
Diamond.” You think Jews have more books in their homes 
than Christians? Perhaps, but I am not so sure. It would not 
be surprising, because we have been known in history as 
“the people of the book.” For many centuries Jews handled 
books as easily as others handled hunting guns and fishing 
rods. By and large, we went in for the “indoor life.” There 
are reasons for that too, which have been mentioned before 
and had best be forgotten. We do think every Jew ought to 
spend at least an hour a day reading Jewish books or 
magazines. That is the way to be an intelligent Jew. 

I see you have been looking at your watch, neighbor. Yes, 
it is getting late. I hope you have enjoyed the evening as 
much as I have. Of course I shall be glad to return your visit. 
I will not be frightened by the crucifix in your living room. 
On the contrary, it is reassuring to know you are a religious 
Christian. When a Christian practices Christianity, the Jew 
has nothing to fear from him. It is only the kind who say 
they are Christians, but behave like pagans, that disturb 
Jews. 

Good night, neighbor. We are both better Americans 
after this evening together. 



X 


WHAT ABOUT PALESTINE? 

I 

Dear Neighbor: 

It will take some time to explain this business about 
Palestine but I trust you will not mind because it is one of 
the most urgent subjects we have to discuss. Your under- 
standing can mean the difference between life and death to 
the Jewish people today, not only to the European Jews who 
need a home but to all the Jews in the world. Their survival 
as a Jewish people depends upon what happens in Palestine. 
What develops there depends upon you as well as upon us 
Jews. This is not to say that if you are against us we are de- 
feated. A people as old as we are does not surrender so easily. 
On the Palestine matter the whole world has been against us 
for nineteen centuries, but we have not weakened for a mo- 
ment. With your understanding, this nineteen-hundred- 
year old struggle could finally be ended and you could 
participate in fulfilling no less than the will of God himself. 

When you hear or see the word, ^Talestine,^' you most 
likely think of the following: ‘‘Jews and Arabs Riot,” “Jews 
Protest British Policy,” “Jews Demand Further Immigration 
into Palestine,” “British Investigate Palestine Disturbances,” 
“Crisis in Palestine.” The repetition of these headlines in the 
papers for the past twenty years has caused you to think of 
the situation in three words: “Palestine — ^Jews — ^trouble.” 
But the time has now come when you must sit down and 
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listen objectively to the Jewish side of this story and make 
up your mind where you stand. Every Christian of good will 
wants to do justice to the Jew. Justice can be done if you will 
take the trouble to think this through. 

In the book of Genesis, God declares to Abraham, “To 
you do I give this land and to your seed after you unto all 
generations.” From that time until this day there have always 
been Jews in Palestine. They have been conquered, their 
governments have been destroyed by various powers, but a 
handful of Jews always remained as a sign that the Jews had 
not abdicated their rights to the country. Five hundred and 
eighty-sis years before the birth of Jesus, the Babylonians in- 
vaded the first Jewish kingdom in Palestine, carrying away 
most of the captives to Babylonia — but some Jews succeeded 
in remaining in their homeland. Forty years later, forty 
thousand of the captives returned and reestablished a Jewish 
kingdom. There the Jews remained until the year 70 of the 
Common Era, when the Romans conquered them. They 
drove the Jews out, burned down the Holy Temple, plowed 
up all the land, and sowed it with salt so that nothing might 
ever grow there again. In Rome, the returning conquerors 
erected a huge triumphal arch which stands unto this day. 
On top of it they inscribed, “Herusolymna est perdita,” 
“Jerusalem is destroyed.” To the Romans, that meant the 
Jews, as well as their country, were destroyed forever. It was 
a lie. Some stiU remained in the land. They hid out in the 
hills of Judea. They did not forsake their sacred soil. In 1944, 
in Rome, Jewish soldiers from all over the world walked up 
to that arch, took a good look at what is written on it, and 
said, “Oh, yeah.^’” 

Through the long and dreary centuries of exile in Baby- 
lonia, in North Africa, Spain, Germany, France, Poland, 
Rusaa, Jews clung with a fierce love to the ancient cradle of 
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their birth and to the hope of returning to it. In their dreams 
they saw Rachel’s tomb, the resting places of their kings, and 
the streets their prophets trod. They saw young maidens still 
dancing on the hills of Judea and happy herdsmen stiU graz- 
ing their cattle in the valleys of Jezreel. They wrote a prayer 
into their daily prayer-book, repeating three times each day, 
“O Lord, may our eyes behold Thy return unto Zion.” 
World conquerors passed through Palestine with their 
armies, one ruler after another possessing it and abusing it. 
But a handful of Jews always remained. They never lost the 
faith that one day the Almighty One, the Father of Israel, 
would gather together his scattered children to lead them 
back in triumph to their ancestral home. During the nine- 
teen hundred years after the Roman conquest, the Holy 
Land was neglected — ^the sands of the desert swept over it, 
no plowman walked the plains, no planter pruned the vine- 
yards on the once green slopes. Time buried the land of 
Israel, and the fertile soil became a barren wasteland. The 
mountain springs washed the earth from the sloping hiUs 
until they became rocky, forbidding cliffs. The once beauti- 
ful valleys became swamps, infested with deadly malaria. 
Palestine slept the sleep of the dead. 

During the First World War, Britain’s military strategy 
required the driving of the Turks out of Palestine. Turkey 
had entered the war against the AlHed Powers in October, 
1914. A substantial number of Jews were expelled from 
Palestine and fled to Egypt. Among the Jewish refugees in 
Egypt was Vladimir Jabotinsky. He organized a Jewish 
Battalion known as the Zion Mule Corps, which was placed 
under British command and worked heroically at Gallipoli. 
When the British finally entered Palestine, a large Jewish 
battahon (which won fame as the Jewish Legion) fought 
under General AUenby until the coUape of Turkey in 
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September, 1918. The soldiers of the Jewish Legion on 
September 28, 1918, triumphantly entered Jerusalem with 
Allenby, at last redeeming their ancient homeland from 
Turkish rule. 

At the same time, another Jewish leader, Chaim Weiz- 
mann, made a significant contribution to Allied victory. He 
was a chemist working in the British Admiralty laboratories 
in London. He discovered acetonebutyl fermentation, a 
process which greatly aids the manufacture of explosives 
that were critically needed at a time when Allied fortunes 
of war were at a low ebb. Weizmann’s other major interest 
was restoring Palestine to the Jewish people. Throughout 
the war he was a world leader of the Zionist movement: He 
remained long after undisputed leader of the Jews of the 
world. 

In 1917, the British Government, through Lord Balfour, 
recognizing the moral validity of the claims of Weizmann 
and other Jewish and non- Jewish leaders in every country, 
issued a proclamation in which it promised that Great Britain 
would “facilitate the establishment in Palestine of a Jewish 
National Home.” That meant to every Jew and to every 
government in the world that Britain promised the reestab- 
lishment of a Jewish nation in Palestine. It meant that after 
nineteen hundred years, justice was at last to be done to the 
Jews; the prayers of centuries were to be fulfilled. Subse- 
quently, all the Allies, including the Congress of the United 
States, by official act, subscribed to the stated purpose of the 
Balfour Declaration. The League of Nations made England 
the temporary guardian of the Holy Land to help the Jews 
reestablish themselves there, because much work remained 
to be done before the Jews would be in a position to govern 
the land themselves. 

A wave of hope Rnd enthusiasm swept over the Jewish 
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world. In the far comers of the earth, Jews offered prayers 
of thanksgiving to the Lord and gratitude to the nations of 
the world for this act of justice. Through the instrument of 
the Jewish National Fund established as early as 1903, they 
began to collect funds to buy the land in Palestine from 
Turkish and Arab owners who had title to it. They created 
the Palestine Foundation Fund to assist farmers in settling 
on the land. The poor gave pennies; the rich gave thousands. 
A medical unit of Jewish nurses and doctors went over first 
to clear the haze of malaria so that others might follow. They 
looked upon their dead land, and wept in sorrow. They 
walked into the swamps, to work and die so that others 
could live there. Then began the long trek of Israel that has 
not yet ended and will not end until the Jewish common- 
wealth is reestablished. From the ghettos of Poland, Lithu- 
ania, Austria, Roumania, young and old Jews began to travel 
the long road home. The aged came to die in peace, the 
young to build a future. They reached the shores of the land 
of Israel and knelt to kiss mother earth. They too wiped 
away the tears as with frenzied joy they rolled up their 
sleeves and went to work. They built roads and blasted the 
rock in the mountainsides. They established little farming 
colonies. They planted vineyards, orange groves, and lov- 
ingly tilled the earth. Hundreds died during stealthy Arab 
attacks by night; others were the victims of deadly malaria. 
They planted crops and saw them burned down by hostile 
desert tribes. They buUt hospitals and a great university on 
Mt. Scopus. Electric power plants were erected. Little by 
little, the wonders of the West were brought again to the 
East. No more heroic saga of pioneering has ever been 
written. The world looked on with astonishment and the 
Jews rejoiced in their hardening muscles. 

It was not long, however, before their joy was dimmed as 
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they saw some of their British guardians begin to put stum- 
bling blocks in their way. Even though the Arabs prospered 
when the Jews came to the land, hostile officials of the 
British Colonial office encouraged Arab hostility to the 
Jewish settlers. Jewish loyalty to the British and Allied cause 
du rin g the war was forgotten by some English governments 
who revived the discredited foreign policy “divide et 
impera,” “divide and rule.” Divide the natives of a country 
and then step in as a good and kind judge to rule with an 
iron hand. Encourage the Arabs and Jews to fight with each 
other. Make them mutually suspicious, then a third pa:^ 
will have every excuse to continue to govern the land in- 
definitely. Then Britain can, in a fatherly way, make Pales- 
tine just another British colony, just another link in the life- 
line of Empire, Some British statesmen, in dealing with the 
Palestine situation, have had the knack of committing moral 
crimes while wearing the faces of saints. This reminds one of 
what the British statesman, Disraeli, once said in an argument 
in Parliament about Lord Gladstone, “If the Ace of Spades 
were to drop out of Gladstone’s sleeve in a card game,” 
commented Disraeli, “Gladstone would righteously pretend 
that the Lord Himself had placed the card there.” 

Let me make this clear, neighbor, because it is unjust to 
condemn the innocent. Not all British statesmen were guilty 
of this betrayal of the Jews. All the while honest men were 
risin g in the Parliament to denounce their own government’s 
polices in Palestine and to demand that Britain fulfill her 
pledge of honor to the Jewish people. One man who did this 
time and ag ain, powerfully and eloquently, was none other 
than Winston Churchill. Lord Wedgewood and Lord Stra- 
bolgi were among numerous others. Influential sections of 
the British press and the rank and file of Englishmen have 
continued to hold a§ a sacred obligation and permanent 
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policy, the reestablishment of the Jewish National Home. 
Despite this, British cabinets and governments have more 
frequently than not, hindered by means devious and 
direct, the efforts of the Jews to make of Palestine a Jewish 
state. Periodically the Jews went before the League of 
Nations to demand that the League compel Britain to fulfill 
her obligations and promises, “to facilitate the establishment 
of a Jewish National Home in Palestine.” The Jews com- 
plained Britain was restricting Jewish immigration. She 
stopped land sales to Jews. She did not provide adequate pro- 
tection for Jews and at the same time would not let the Jews 
carry arms to protect themselves. Simply put, instead of 
facilitating, she was retarding the Jewish effort. Always the 
League listened, said that the Jews were right, told Britain 
her acts were illegal, and asked her to mend her ways. Every 
time the League said this, a cabinet member would explain in 
Parliament, “You see, Palestine is a rather difficult problem.” 

The final act of disillusionment to Jewish national hopes 
was the issuance by the Chamberlain government of the in- 
famous “White Paper.” The Jews of the world and the most 
enlightened Christians have ever since called it the “Black 
Paper.” That sinful document was a virtual repudiation of 
the entire Balfour Declaration. The "White Paper provided 
that after April 1, 1944, no more Jews could enter Palestine 
without Arab consent. Since the Arabs at that time outnum- 
bered the Jews two to one, this meant that the Jews were to 
remain forever a hopeless minority in their own country. It 
meant that Palestine was not to be the Jewish homeland but 
only another British possession. That paper remained in 
effect and in full force. It made no difference that by April 
I, 1944, a harassed and tormented Jewish people was trying 
to flee from every European country; that it had no place to 
go but home, to Palestine. The British government’s reply 
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was, “Very sorry, but the Paper stands.” A few thousand 
beaten Jews escaped from the hell of German concentration 
camps. They got into rickety old boats. Some went down to 
the bottom of the sea, smashed by the Germans. One boat- 
load reached the shores of Palestine, but the customs officials 
would not let the refugees off the boat. They stood on the 
decks and gazed at the land. The guards said, “Go back.” 
“Where can we go,” the Jews asked, “to the death Hitler 
has prepared for us?” The calm reply was, “Very sorry, but 
you cannot come in.” One night the boat exploded in the 
harbor and its passengers were killed and drowned. The 
British did not blow up the ship. Jews did it themselves. 
They had nowhere to go. They preferred to die in waters 
that at least lapped the shore of the land they longed to em- 
brace— their homeland. The British White Paper remained 
in force. In 1939, Winston Churchill denounced the White 
Paper. He was not then Prime Minister. Only one statesman 
had the courage in the midst of the war to repudiate the 
British White Paper. His name was Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
He openly stated the American government never agreed to 
the A^ite Paper. The British government ignored this and 
the White Paper still stands. 

In 1944 every section of American public opinion en- 
dorsed the Jewish claim to Palestine. Both presidential 
candidates in the United States stated they would do every- 
thing in their power to fulfill the Balfour Declaration and to 
estaWish “a free Jewish commonwealth” in Palestine. The 
Republican and Democratic parties put planks in their plat- 
forms supporting Jewish claims to a Jewish commonwealth 
in Palestine. 

But there is still no Jewish state in Palestine. 

The Jews are not giving up. They will never let the 
world’s conscience rest until the biblical prophecy of the Re- 
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turn is fulfilled. The Jews believe that you, neighbor, and all 
good men (particularly all good Christians) who beheve in 
the right of nations to self-determination, will help them 
demand that justice be done to the Jew. They think this 
matter cannot be delayed. These are the days when the fate 
of nations is being decided. The United Nations have agreed 
that Poland is to be a free country. France has already re- 
gained her freedom. Czechoslovakia has been reestablished. 
Italy, our erstwhile enemy, is again an independent nation. 
The Atlantic Charter has promised that every nation, no 
matter how small, is to have the right to independence. What 
justice is there then to the claim that the Jews ought to wait 
until peace is achieved before they bring up the Palestine 
question? 

There are some who argue that if the United Nations 
promised a commonwealth to the Jews, the Arabs would be- 
come unfriendly to the United Nations’ cause. If the allied 
nations no longer feared Germany, why did they fear the 
Arabs? Everyone knows that the Arab leaders of Palestine 
have from the outset been hostile to the United Nations. The 
dominant political leaders of the Arabs in Palestine con- 
spired with Hitler and Mussolini. When war broke out they 
fled Palestine, running for safety to Rome and Berhn. When 
the British had their backs to the wall and called for recruits 
in Palestine, the Arabs were conspicuous by their insignifi- 
cant numbers. The Jews mstoered the call. They died with 
the Tommys at Tobruk; they fought with Montgomery at 
Alamein. They volunteered for the most dangerous tasks, 
asking only for the privilege of meeting the Nazis face to 
face. Arab leaders made no secret of the fact that they would 
welcome a Nazi conquest of Palestine. They looked to the 
fulfillment of Mussohni’s and Hitler’s promises to them. In- 
deed, the British have no fear of the Arabs. Palestine is the 
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arsenal of British armed power in the Near East. The refusal 
to promise the Jews a commonwealth in Palestine is based 
simply on the cynical poHtical maxim of divide and rule. 

There has never yet been voiced any united Arab protest 
against Jewish hopes in Palestine. Arab opposition to Jewish 
Palestine comes only from rich Arab politicians and land- 
owners who still operate as feudal lords. They fear that 
Jewish development of the country will result in unrest 
among the masses of poor Arabs who will demand for them- 
selves the same economic and educational opportunities en- 
joyed by Jewish labor in Palestine. These Arab plutocrats 
shrewdly understand that Jewish leadership in Palestine is 
interested in the welfare and advancement of the enslaved 
Arab masses. Zionists would not escape this responsibility, 
for Zionism is essentially a spiritual movement. 

Further, the Jews of Palestine, given half a chance, are 
well able to preserve order and to defend themselves. But, 
neighbor, let me ask you this direct question: Suppose it 
loere necessary for the United Nations to exercise their 
military might in Palestme in order to put down Arab dis- 
order and to protect Jewish rights there? Hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish sons enrolled in the armies of the 
United Nations. Many of them died so that America and 
England and Poland and Czechoslovakia might be free. 
Would it then be too much to expect that these same armies 
should be ready to do the same for the Jewish people? In 
World War II a successful attempt has been made by the 
United Nations to impose by force decisions which it is 
hoped will secure peace for all mankind. Jews are part of 
mankind. They have been history’s greatest victim of in- 
justice. They were Hitler’s first victims, and the last 
agonized groans of tortured Jews were the first alarm given 
to the rest of the world to prepare for Hitler’s attacks upon 
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other innocent peoples. Why then should just men refrain 
from imposing by force, if need be, a just peace for the Jew 
in Palestine? Here is something to meditate on. 

n 

Possibly all this time you have been saying to yourself, 
“There is no doubt from what you say that the Jews want 
Palestine very much. But why? You have not answered that 
question yet. If the world becomes democratic, won’t Jews 
be better off by remaining where they are instead of build- 
ing up a tiny nation? By their insistent demands they are 
creating a problem. Wffiy do they feel there is no future for 
the Jewish people without Palestine?” 

First of all, we Jews want an opportunity to fulfill what 
we have always regarded as our destiny, to make our spiritual 
contribution to mankind as a Jewish people through an 
exemplary social, religious, economic, cultural life in the 
land of our origin. In Palestine in its youth as a nation, Israel 
discovered One God. Israel’s prophets in the same land first 
proclaimed the universality of the One God. He was the 
God of the Ethiopians as weU as of the Jews. In Palestine 
Israel’s religious genius evolved the Bible. In Palestine the 
eternal cry of the human soul for social and economic 
justice, peace, the brotherhood of man — ^these were all pro- 
duced by the union of our people’s soul with the hills of 
Judea. We have been in exile as a nation these two thousand 
years. Our spirit and form have become weakened and 
diluted. A people needs a home base from which to replenish 
its spiritual supplies. We can regain our ebbing strength only 
where we can be a majority people. Everywhere else we are 
and will remain a minority. 

Secondly, we Jews have the unquenchable desire to be a 



94 all god’s children 

brother nation to the rest of the world, not stepchildren. We 
do not want our fate to be decided for us b^ other nations as 
the destinjr of orphans is determined by uncles and aunts. 
Rather, we want to sit in the family of nations as equals 
commanding their respect. When our brothers are mis- 
treated or abused in other lands, we, the Jews of the world, 
want to hold the evil-doers to account through the Jewish 
government in Palestine. W^e are weary of going to friendly 
governments asking them to intercede in our behalf and then 
waiting until our friends decide whether the matter is grave 
enough for them to bother. We are sated with being dis- 
cussed in every foreign ministry. We want to be there with 
the rest of you to speak for ourselves. It is our firm belief 
that you will treat a brother better than you do a stepchild; 
that the entire Jewish position will be more secure in every 
country when a Jewish nation in Palestine becomes a reality. 

In the third place, we need Palestine desperately as a 
homeland to which the Jews of Europe can turn when they 
no longer wish to remain among the people who have per- 
secuted and tormented them. That does not mean we expect 
all of the Jews of Europe to go to Palestine. We understand 
that if this is to be a decent civilized world, the Jew will have 
the right to live as a citizen in every country of the world. 
We know that if Poland, for example, should ever prove 
again to be worthy of her independence as a nation, then 
Jewish university students in Poland will have a seat in the 
classroom like other students and will not be compelled to 
stand throughout their classes, as they were until the time 
Poland was destroyed. We look forward to the time when 
the Jew will be able to live as a citizen in any country on the 
face of the earth, enjoying absolute equality of rights with 
every other citizen. Wiy should we not look forward to 
this? A Frenchman has the right to be a citizen of France or 
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to become an American or English or Chinese citizen. We 
do not maintain that every Frenchman must live in France or 
every German in Germany. This right of residence we ex- 
pect justice will demand for the Jew, when Europe is re- 
organized. 

But we know that there are many Jews who no longer 
wish to remain in the European countries. Europe has only 
sad memories for them. They have seen their fathers, 
mothers, and children tortured and murdered in almost 
every city and village of the old world. They painfully re- 
member the persecution, the discrimination and starvation 
to which they were subjected for many long years before 
this war. They feel like strangers even in the countries in 
which they and their fathers were bom. They want to go 
home. To the Jew, home means Palestine — ^not South Africa 
or Ethiopia or Alaska. To the Jew, home means Palestine. 
And we, the rest of the Jews of the world, want these, our 
brothers, to have the chance to go home where they will be 
unafraid. 

Because you have a sense of American fairness, you 
probably subscribe to everything that has been said so far. 
But this question still remains in your mind. It is the first 
question that some non-Jews ask. Certain Jews ask it too. 
“How can a man be loyal to two countries? Why should 
Jewish citizens of America fight for a Jewish government in 
Palestine?” It is difficult indeed to understand why that 
question has plagued you for so long and why you ask it 
only of Jews. You might ask it about every otW people in 
the world, yet you do not and never have. You address it 
only to the Jews. Consider the following facts carefully, 
then perhaps you will never put that question again: There 
are millions of Americans today who come of British ances- 
try. They are loyal, patriotic American citizens. Yet at the 
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same time they have a great love for England. They would, 
if need be, lay down their lives that England might forever 
remain free. At the beginning of the Second World War, 
several thousand American citizens left this country and 
voluntarily entered the British armies even before it was 
certain that America herself would ever be in the war. There 
are millions of American Irish who are patriotic Americans, 
yet no group has had a fiercer love for its ancestral home, 
Ireland. They are proud of their Irish ancestry and they 
want Ireland to be a free and independent nation. In exactly 
the same way, there arc several million American Jews who 
are second to none in their loyalty to America, and at the 
same time want Palestine to be a free Jewish Common- 
wealth. Those Jews have not the slightest intention of giving 
up their American citizenship to go to Palestine, but they are 
determined that a Jewish nation be established there. The 
difference between the Jews and the other groups in 
America is that while the latter may be either Protestant or 
Catholic or Unitarian, virtually all Jews believe in the Jewish 
religion and officially adhere to only one religion. That is 
what makes the American Jew different from the American 
Irish, American Czechs, American Poles, etc. Surely you do 
not believe that because a Jew believes in the Jewish religion 
only, he thereby becomes any the less an American. Not 
only America, but every other nation has accepted the 
principle that a man’s religion has nothing to do with his 
citizenship or his patriotism. So far as we Jews are con- 
cerned, there is a law in our Talmud which states, “Be loyal 
to the country where you live. In all civil matters the laws of 
the country take precedence over Jewish law.” It is urgent 
tiiat this question of double loyalty be cleared up once and 
for aU so that you never again thiidc it necessary to questicai 
my loyalty as an American citizen becaiKe I want the Jews 
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to establish their own government in their own homeland. 

Do conflicts ever arise when a man has double loyalties? 
They may. And then a man must make his decision accord- 
ing to his conscience. America met the situation in World 
War II. Many German Americans were tom by conflicting 
loyalties. Most of them on moral grounds gave preference to 
their American loyalties and renounced Germany. Those 
who betrayed America were deported or arrested. But 
American Jews have no political loyalties to Palestine. Their 
relationship to that country is cultural and religious. Here no 
conflicts are possible. 

We Jews cannot blame you alone for being confused on 
the question of loyalties. We know some of our brother Jews 
have unformnately suffered from the same confusion. There 
are Jews in America, some of them prominent, who are more 
strongly opposed to the establishment of a Jewish Common- 
wealth in Palestine than are any Christians. They sincerely 
and deeply fear that with the establishment of the Jewish 
state in Palestine our loyalty as citizens of other lands nxnll be 
questioned. Our answer to them is exactly the same as it is to 
you, and they should be able to understand this surely as 
easily as you will understand it. They have been given the 
answer over and over again. Then why do they continue in 
their violent opposition? The sad truth is they have been 
taught to be afraid. They have learned that the world is not 
always fair and just to the Jew. Perhaps they have lost their 
faith in your sense of justice. Some of the Jews who are op- 
posed to Jewish Palestine are people of substantial means. 
They would have an important economic stake endangered 
if their citizenship were ever questioned. What is more, 
others of them have lost all sense of attachment to the Jewish 
nation or the Jewish people. The latter would like to lose 
their identity as Jews and to become assimilated. They think 
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it is best if we Jews forget our past, forsake our future, com- 
mit suicide as a people, and bring an end to what they regard 
as only a painful history. The rest of us Jews pity these, our 
brothers. We know they are spiritually ill, just as any person 
who wants to commit suicide has lost his morale. The 
psychiatrist will tell you that a man, who is ready to destroy 
himself, has lost his self-confidence and his faith in other 
people. He is ashamed of himself and thinks life is not worth 
living. Fortunately, nine out of ten Jews are normal, healthy 
people and the Jewish nation as a whole is healthy. It still has 
the God-given desire to go on living as a people, to do its 
work in the world and to help others. A healthy nation never 
surrenders, but fights to Uve. 

It is painful to say this about some of my own people, but 
I promised at the outset to be honest with you. Honesty 
compels the admission that some of my Jewish brothers are 
without faith in the Jewish people and in you. They do not 
represent the Jews of the world or the Jews of America, no 
matter how prominent they are or how influential. This is 
not opinion; it is fact. Every time the Jews of America have 
had a chance to vote on the Palestine question, they have 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of a Jewish commonwealth. 
The most recent election among the Jews of America was 
held in May, 1943. The Jews of every city elected delegates 
to the American Jewish Conference. All who voted knew in 
advance that the chief question to come before that Con- 
ference would be to determine whether the Jews of America 
wanted or did not want the Jewish commonwealth in 
Palestine. Of over five hundred delegates elected to the Con- 
ference, there were not ten who voted against the Common- 
wealth. That was the final verdict of American Jewry on the 
issue of Palestine. That verdict stands. 

There are some Jews who oppose the creation of a political 
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Jewish state in Palestine, but favor the development of a 
spiritual and cultural center. They advance the view that 
Israel has ceased to be a nation today, is, and should remain 
only a religious community. Many of these non-Zionists are 
sincere even if unrealistic about the Jewish position in the 
world. They overlook or dismiss not only the urgent 
political and physical needs of a homeless nation, but they 
decline to recognize that Israel will not long remain a reli- 
gious community if in every country it is a religious and 
cultural minority. Even a state of utopian cultural and 
religious tolerance will not prevent the operation of an 
inexorable law of social life — ^the unlike xmhaltingly seeks 
assimilation with the like. That is no one’s fault. It is a fact 
of life. By the same force of logic, unless politically the Jews 
enjoy majority status in Palestine — ^no spiritual or religious 
center will long flourish there. The facts and laws of social 
life apply there as everywhere. 

In conclusion, neighbor, let me ask you these questions in 
the hope that you will answer them yourself. Do you believe 
in the validity of the Jew’s claim to an opportunity to re- 
construct his spirit and form in the land of his origin? Do you 
believe in what the Atlantic Charter states about the right of 
every nation, small as well as large, to self-determination and 
the fulfillment of its highest and noblest destiny? Do you 
believe in bringing an end to Jewish homelessness? Do you 
believe in giving the remnant of European Jews a chance to 
live where a warm welcome awaits them? Do you believe in 
prophetic justice, historic justice, Christian justice? If you 
do, then you must help the Jews to establish the Jewish Com- 
monwealth in Palestine in order to make the Jewish people 
a free, proud, and independent nation there. 
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

Dear Neighbor: 

At last you have the whole story. You know who I am, 
where I come from, what I believe and how I live. You have 
all the facts on the way in which we Jews are organized in 
America and throughout the world. You have found out 
precisely what we think of Capitalism, Communism, and all 
the in-betweens. There has been no hesitancy in revealing 
why I want my son to be a doctor, or a lawyer, or anything 
he wants to be. You have been to my home. My attachment 
to Palestine has been explained in detail. The story is com- 
plete. The hope is that your knowing me has at last removed 
your unfounded fears and suspicions. The sole purpose of 
these one-way conversations was to have you understand 
your Jewish neighbors. Whether or not you like them is of 
little concern. Liking is a matter of individual temperament. 
You may not like your brother-in-law, or some other relative 
in your family, but if you want your family to live together 
in peace and harmony, you try to understand every member 
of it. As one American writer has put it, there is for each of 
us the “moral obligation to be intelligent.” 

You and I are part of the American family and the larger 
world family. Whether or not America has a peaceful future 
depends a great deal upon how you and I get along together. 
There will always be outsiders who will employ every device 
to set us against each other. Anti-Semitism is as old as it is evil. 

lOO 
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It will thrive where ignorance and superstition survive. It 
will be employed wherever evil men conspire against the 
unity of nations. Hitler’s removal does not prevent others 
from seeking to divide the American family by setting Chris- 
tian against Jew. There is already ominous evidence that 
Hitler has his successors. 

In the post-war period America faces serious problems. 
MilHons of men will return from the battlefronts looking for 
jobs. It will take time before they find them. Factories that 
made tanks, shells, and machine guns must change to the 
production of the normal peacetime needs of the world: 
homes, pianos, washing machines, etc. The change will take 
time. Formerly there was a shortage of almost all kinds of 
goods; therefore prices were very high. Everyone made 
money. With the resumption of peacetime production, 
there may be an oversupply of civilian goods. Prices will 
drop. Formerly the professions were shorthanded. As the 
boys return, they will crowd back into their professions. 

America has for the past decade and a half felt the trend of 
liberalism. The laboring man has greatly improved his lot. 
Social security has been established, at least in a measure. 
But progress is not uninterrupted. The pendulum will swing 
back and it would not be surprising if we have a period of 
reaction before we go forward again. There will be a host of 
problems, tensions and conflicts in the reconstruction period 
following the war. Opportunists will try to cash in on the 
dissatisfactions that are bound to come. They will fall back 
on the Jews as the cause of all the difficulties. They will teU 
you the Jews fomented the war, profited from it, and let 
gentiles make all the sacrifices. The Jews of America have 
prepared themselves for this charge. They have been writing 
the Jewish war record in black and white. They have tab- 
ulated the War Department figures. The record makes it 
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abundantly clear that Jews in America have given half a 
million sons, a larger number than was expected, considering 
the proportion of Jews to the rest of the population of the 
country. Colin Kelly was America’s first war hero, and his 
bombardier was Meyer Levin of Brooklyn. For valor in 
action, Jevdsh soldiers have received their share of medals 
and more. Jewish chaplains have been killed in the war. But 
this record will not deter the opportunists. The truth is no 
stum blin g block in their path. They deal in emotional preju- 
dices, not in sober facts. 

I have been worrying a great deal, neighbor, about your 
behavior during the critical post-war period. Are you going 
to remember what you have learned about me or will you 
quickly forget it and join the crowd that will try to make me 
the goat? If Coughlin and Gerald L. K. Smith blare away on 
the radio again and try to gain political power by telling you 
that the Jews brought about the war and the troubles follow- 
ing the war, will you believe that buncombe, or will you say, 
“That’s been tried before and it is the mark of a demagogue? ” 
Are you going to remember that my brother Jews, your 
neighbors, died in the war to keep America free for them- 
selves and for you? Will you recognize the truth that among 
the unemployed there will be thousands of Jews as well as 
Christians? Will you be honest enough to recall that during 
the war, profit-making was not limited to any religious 
group, and that some of both faiths took advantage of the 
war? Are you going to remember that the largest number of 
Jews and Christians in America were patriotic, worked in 
defense industries, enrolled in civilian defense, bought 
bonds? Are you going to leave the Jewish angle out of your 
thinking when it comes to dealing with post-war problems 
in America? 

Why do I raise these questions? Because history has taught 
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US that human beings have a great weakness for blaming 
their troubles on somebody else, usually on the one who can 
least defend himself. That is where we get the word, scape- 
goat. A scapegoat is not guilty, but innocent. He is made the 
goat for other people’s mistakes. 

As I said some time ago, the Jew has an abiding faith in 
your character and in your sense of justice. He is hoping that 
because you have listened patiently to his story, you have the 
information which will prevent your committing the moral 
crime of making him a scapegoat. 

But assuming you will not touch anti-Semitism with a ten- 
foot pole, and that you harbor a neighborly good will toward 
him what more does he ask of you? Just this, to understand 
and sympathize with this platform of the American Jew; 

I. I want to live as an American citizen free to enjoy the 
blessings of American democracy in equal measure with 
you. To engage in whatever business I choose, or whatever 
profession I like. To participate fully in all public affairs that 
interest me without feeling that you will resent me. To join 
any political party that suits me, to run for any political 
office for which I feel qualified, and to be judged on my 
merits alone. I want my sons and daughters to have the same 
freedom of opportunity as yours, to go to school, to do the 
things they like to do, to earn a living, to live wherever they 
please, and to enjoy your good will as a neighbor. 

II. I want to remain a loyal Jew. To teach my children the 
classical Hebrew language of the Bible, the language that is 
spoken in Palestine today. I want the English language to be 
their primary language, but I also want my children to be the 
bearers of at least two cultures, just as I am and most Amer- 
icans are. I want to maintain Jewish schools after public 
school hours. I may even find a need for some parochial 
schools to train future leaders of the Jewish people in Amer- 
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ica. I want to engage, without interference or suspicion, in 
rebuilding the Jewish national homeland in Palestine, and 
win expect you to understand that this in no way raises any 
question as to my American loyalties. I want to be a part of 
the world organization of Jews, to help my brother Jews in 
Europe or in any other place where they may need my help. 

III. I want to be free to work for a better America. I want 
democracy to expand till it becomes the rehgion of American 
nationalism and until it permeates the atmosphere of every 
home, factory, schoolhouse and government office in this 
land. 

The question of the hour is: Where do we go from here, 
neighbor? Take my hand, and together let us walk into the 
promising future which we shall build, a greater America 
that will be a light to the peoples of the earth. Let Jesus and 
Paul illumine your way; let Moses and Isaiah illumine mine. 
But let the road be the same; let us walk together. 





Is the Jew a mystery to the Christian? 
Does he truly understand his Jewish 
neighbors? Rabbi Cohen feels that if this 
mystery were dispelled, if Christians 
understood Jews they could live together 
in mutual cooperation and harmony. So 
he sets out to explain the Jew to the 
Christian. 

He begins with the history of the 
Jewish people and of their great leaders, 
Abraham, Joseph and Moses. He tells of 
the entry into the Promised Land and of 
the Dispersion. 

Subsequent chapters discuss the beliefs 
of the Conservative, Orthodox and Re- 
form Jews. An interesting chapter is de- 
voted to the attitude of the Jews toward 
Christ. Then comes perhaps the most im- 
portant part of the book — the charges 
brought against the Jews of being inter- 
national plotters with secret organizations 
and an invisible government After refut- 
ing these charges, Rabbi Cohen takes up 
racial discrimination against the Jews in 
America. Does a young Jewish citizen 
have the same opportunities as a Chris- 
tian in the professions, socially, educa- 
tionally? A strong case is made out for 
a Jewish homeland in Palestine, and the 
book closes with a vigorous plea for 
better understanding of the Jews here in 
the United States. 

Rabbi Cohen writes with precision and 
clarity of statement. He has chosen a cer- 
tain definite and very appealing line of 
approach, and he never deviates from it. 




